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New DEFENCE, &. 
o many Pieces have been writ in Vindi- 


cation of the Biſhop of Bangor's famous 
Sermon, that it is not eaſy to know ſo 


much as the Names or Number of them; i! 
Ik have often wonder'd, that neither his 
L——p nor any of his Friends have ever once 1 


pleaded, what, in my humble Opinion, is the 
very beſt Defence that can be made for it; the 
great Haſte and Hurry, in which it was compo- 
ſed; of which there are in every part the moſt 
viſible Marks, which plainly ſhew it riot to be 
the Reſult of his L—p's maturer Judgment, 
but a Heap of looſe, general Thoughts, huddled 
up in a tumultuary manner, and thrown toge- 
ther for want of Time, without Art or Order. 
Sermons, in the Nature of them, are not expected 
to be exact and labour d Compoſitions, much leſs. 
to be juſt Diſcourſes or complete Treatiſes, eſpe 
cially when upon difficult and nice Subjects. They 
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arc made to be heard, rather than to be read; and 


are too confined in the Length allowed to them; 
to take in a great Compaſs of Matter: And 


Preachers are often forced to write upon very hort 


Notice, or by unforeſeen Mmpediments thrown in 


their way, are ſo ſtreightned in time, eſpechlly 


ſuch as live in the bright Parts of this bufy Ton, 
that they are obliged to take up with their. frſt 
Thoughts as they ariſe, having no Leiſure to di- j 
. geſt. or ta correct them: which unavoidably occa- 
ſions great Inaccuracy, ſo that neither the Senu- 


ments nor Expreſſions can be juſt, nor the Diſpo- 


ſition of them proper. Hence it is that n 
often perform in a manner much below themſelves, 


as well as below the Subject they have undertaken. 
And this. appears to have been ſo much the Bi- 


Mop of Bangor's Caſe in his late Sermon, ſo far as 
one can judge by the Compoſition itſelf, com pa- 


red with his L——p's known Character; that I 
can truly ſay, I very much. expected his Lordſhip 


would have made this one part at leaſt of his De- 
fence in his Anſwer to the Report of the Commit- 
tee; which if he had done, it would doubtleſs 


have abated the keenneſs of his Adverſaries, and 
diſarmed them in great part of the ſharp Reſent- 
ments conceived againſt him, as well as leſſen'd 


the general Offence, which it was eaſy to foreſee 
would be taken at his Sermon. But his L—p, 
whether from his natural Temper, or the Spirit 
of Controverſy which is become habitual to him; 
or from the Flattery of his weak Admirers; hath | 
58 thought f fit to take quite another turn, and hath + 


defended his Sermon 'with ſuch an Air of Con- 


remit and Superiority, as if eyery Part of it were 


perfectly well confider'd; every Expreſſion juſt 
what it ſhould be; a Flag of Defiance is hung ont, 


and h hi is L—p is reſolved neither to Ae od not 
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güte Quarter. This being tie Caſe, I cannot ex- 
et: his L-—p's Thanks for helping him to an 
Fa he ſcorns to uſe; yet fo much àm Ja Friend 
tethe Liberty of the Underſtanding; and to free En- 
quries, and think ſo much Indulgence due to all 
itgenuous Attempts of that Kind, that I cannot 
ckny my ſelf the Pleaſure of offering to the World 
nis new Argument in his L——p's Defence, e- 
en againſt his Will, and hope to convince others, 
f not. himſelf, that when his Ip compoſed 
his Sermon, which has given ſo much Oſtence, 
de had a very good Right to this Plea, however 
he may have ſince forfeited it. With this View 
I have reconſider'd his L——p's Sermon, and 
find my Sentiments juſt the ſame (hey were up- 
on the firſt reading of it.. 
Eis Lordſhip having ſomething ale 
to offer about the Nature of the Church, prepares 
his Hearers for it by a Pompo uns Introduction, which 
makes about a fourth part of the whole Sermon! 
This Introduction he begins with obſerving, 
« That one of thoſe great Effects, which Length 
« of Time is ſeen to bring along with it, is 8 
« Alteration of the Meaning annexed to certain 
« Sounds. The Signification of a Word, well 
c known and underſtood by thoſe who firſt made 
© uſe of it, is: very inſenſibl) varied by: paſſing: 
905 through many Mouths, and by being talen 
and given by Multitudes in common Diſ- 
7 cob I ſuppoſe his L+—p would have ſaid 
given and taken; Int Lintend not to inſiſt upon lit- 
tile Things, which if 1:did;:1 ſhould never have 
done. For what a Heap of Improprieties is there 
in theſe few Lines; in which Length of Time is ſaid 
to he: ſeen, ſeen to bring along with it an Effect; 
an Effect which is produced by very iuſenſible, i. e. 
inviſible Degrevas d this called. a great Effect, 
en A | „„ 5 \ hough 


* 
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| - though the Nature of Language be ſuch,  thaigg 
Effect of Length of Time is more natural, orlefs 
ſurprizing. How much better this very comnon 
Obſervation might have been expreſſed, his L-p 
may ſee in the elegant Words of A. Gelus, 
J. 13. c. 29. Animadvertere eſt pleraque verbormi 
Latinorum ex ed ſignificatione, in qua nata ſunt, æ- 
ceſſiſſe vel in aliam longe vel in proximam, eamque a- 
ceſſionem fatlam eſſe conſuetudine & inſtitia temee 
 dicentium, qua cuimodi fint, non didicerint. Bu 
his L—p is not content with a common Ob- 
ſervation, till he has made it his own, by an ex 
travagant puſhing of it beyond all Senſe and Truth 
Very tragical Effects are to be imputed to this 


| Change of the Seuſe affixed to certain Sounds: It 


Das InvapeD the moſt ſacred and important Sub- 


;jects, touches the very Vrrars of all that is gaod, 
and is juſt going to take from Mens Eyes the 


BounpaRIEs of right and wrong. Direful Scene! 


Impending Danger! Ruin, certain Ruin! Here 


is the juſteſt Cauſe for Refftance: in the World; 


it ought in Duty to be refiſted with a more open 


and undiſguiſed Zeal. What room for Paſſive Obe- 


dience in ſo deſperate a Caſe > Who can be an- 
gry at his L——-p's reſiſting Zeal, when it is ſo 


very neceſſary ? When the very Vitals of all thas 


2s good are invaded, and the Boundaries of Right and 
Frone can't a Minute longer be preſerved, if not 


now bravely defended. As theſe effects are very 
tragical, fo it was fit Cauſes ſhould be aſſigned 
- proportioned to them, to juſtify the better the Re- 


ſiſtance of this bold Invader. His . p therefore 


tells us, the grent Iuſtruments of ' this Evil, are the 
fezorance and Weakneſs of ſome, and the Passioxs 
and Ban Dxs1cns of others. One would think his 
y were giving an Account of the Male Ad- 
wiuiſtr ation before the late happy Revolution; but 
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T would humbly ask, what ſhare the Paſſions and 


bad Defigns of Men can have in an effect that is 


owned to have been produced by length of Time, 
and by very inſenſible Degrees? Did deſigning 


Men lay a Plot a thouſand Years ago to produce 
an inſenſible change in the ſenſe of Words, to ſerve 


ſome wicked Purpoſes, which were not to take 


place till many Ages after they were gone off the 


Stage ? I don't know which is the ſtranger of the 


two, to think Men capable of ſuch Deſigns, or 


that they ſhould be able to effect them. I leave 
it to his L-—p to reconcile this, either to com- 
mon Senſe, or to his own Words 


His L-—p having ſhewn what imminent 


Danger we are in from this great Evil, which is 


now at its Criſis; in the next place points out with 
a maſterly Skill, the ſeveral Methods that ought 
to be purſued as the only Cure for it. He ſends us 
to the Originals of Things, but does not tell us 
where they are to be found; then to the Law of 
Reaſon, which is ſtill harder to be known, and is 
what every Schemiſt is pleaſed to make it; uſeful. | |! 


Directions theſe for the illiterate Part of Mankind, 


whom his Lp has taken into his more imme- 


diate Protection - then we are ſent to the Declara- 


tion of Jesus ChRIST. Thus his . p excludes 
the whole Old Teſtament at once as uſeleſs to the 
Cure of this great Evil, which is very ftrange in 
a Writer, who had juſt before ſent us to the Ori- 
ginals of Things: He adds, and his immediate Fol- 
lowers; who theſe are his L-—p does not tell 
us, but I will ſuppoſe he meant to take in all the 
Writings that make up the New Teſtament; theſe |: 

then are to be conſulted on ſuch Matters as took 
their riſe ſolely from thoſe Declarations. X 


Was his L——p afraid we ſhould recur too of- 
en to theſe Writings, that he puts ſuch a Limi- 
| 3 kation 
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 I-—p 
Religion, Prayer, the Worſhip aud Love of God ? Do. 
theſe take their riſe ſolely: from the Declarations 
of Chriſt, and his immediate Followers? Sure 


ſtians. Theſe are his L 
but there is one very material thing, which be 
ſeems to have forgot; what helps we muſt uſe 
for the right underſtanding theſe Declarations, 


and defined. For the Caſe his L- 
That the very ſame word reg 
maining (which, at t firſt truly. repreſented one certain 
thing) J ſhould be extremely obliged to his 
I. p, if he would give us a Catalogue of Words 

dut of the New Teſtament; that in his Opinion 
repreſent but one certain thing, and do that truly. 


is plainly. this 


[8] 


tation upon the uſe of them? If we ought to have 
recourſe to them in ſuch Matters as only take, their 
riſe from thoſe Declarations, how comes his 


to fetch from thence his Explications of 


they are all of older date, have all a place in the 


Law and the Prophets, and are founded in Reaſon 
and the Light of Nature: Had I been in his 
L—p's Place, inſtead of ſuch Matters, &c. J ſhould 


have thought it much properer to have ſaid, in al 


Matters that any way concern ws 46 We are Chris 


-=p's Methods of Cure, 


when in Obedience to his Directions we have re- 


courſe to them: This looks as if he thought 
there were no occaſion for any, as if nothing were 
ambiguous or obſcure in the Language of the New 


Teſtament; but all plain and eaſy to the meaneſt 


VUnderſtandings; as if he took the New Teſtament 


for a Treatiſe de Uſu Verborum, or that no term 
were uſed, whoſe Senſe was not firſt exactly ſettled 


I bare read the New Teſtament a little, and will 


rake the liberty to tell his L—p; what ſeems 


to be as yet a Secret to him, that the ſacred Books 
are not, as to the Style of them, writ either in the 


Keinen of Oratory, or the exactneſs of. Phi; 
r 
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loſophy; and if his L—p will review St. Pa 


Epiſtles to the Corinthians, he will find that he 


owned himſelf rude in Speech, and was far from 
thinking it a Diſcredit to his Miſſion, that he did 
not come to them in the Word of human Wiſdom. 
Well, but according to his L——p, the ſame 
Word by having multitudes of new inconſiſt ent Ideas 
zin every Age and every Nar added to it, beromes it 
| ſelf the greateſt Hindrance to the true undenſtanding 


the Nature of the thing firſk intended by it. I 
would be a very entertaining Diſſertation , if his 
1. p would in one or two Words only make ac 
Evolution, and draw out into Array thoſe Multi- 
tudes of Ideas (conſiſtent or inconſiſtent I will nor 
ſtand for) that have in Length of Time been ad- 
ded to it, and give us a Cbronological Series in 
what Age and Year each Addition was made. 1 
have heard of Multitudes of Spirits ſtanding upon 
a Needle's Point, but never before of Multitudes of 
Ideas crowded into a ſingle Word. Who can 
doubt, but that his L—p if he had not writ ii 
great haſte, would have expreſſed himſelf with 


more Juſtneſs, and not have transfotmed two or 
three different Senſes of a Word, which are gene- 

rally analogous, and eaſily accounted for, into Mul- 
e inconſiſtent Ideas ? If his L——p will 


pleaſe to conſult thoſe who have ſpent all their 


time in the Study of the learned Languages, and 
have laboured with greateſt Succeſs in clearing up 


the Ambiguity of. Words, and fixing the various 


Senſes of them, they will tell his . — p, that 


whoever have given him this extravagant Ac- 


count, have greatly mifinfortned him 


His L—p having in this manner ſet forth the Evil 
he complains of, the Cauſes, Effects and Cures, comes 


next tO illuſtrate what he has ſaid in the four In- 
ſtances I have — aaa Religion, the 


W #ſhig 


6 
Worſhip of God, Prayer, and the Love of God; all 
very improperly choſen, and all treated with the 


utmoſt Inaccuracy. For he has prepared his Rea- 


ders to expect Inſtances ofnew Senſes put upon old 


Words by Men of bad Deſigns, to lead the People 


into Miſtakes of the worſt Conſequence, by which 
the Vitals of all that is good are affected, and theſe 
Miſtakes ſo general and prevailing, that the very 
Boundaries of right and wrong are upon the Point 
of vaniſhing out of Sight, How now is this terri- 


ble Accuſation made good? What Pretence is 


there for charging the Clergy of the Church of 
England, who have taught from the Pulpit and 
Preſs more good practical Divinity,than any other 


part of the Chriſtian World does, or, I believe, 
ever did; What Pretence, I ſay, is there for char- 


ging the Clergy of the eſtabliſf'd Church with ſe- 
ducing the People into fatal Errors in any one of 


_ theſe inſtances? Or will his L—Þ ſay, he did 
not mean that the People were mifgnided in them 
by their Teachers here in England ? If he will, what 
more need be ſaid to ſhew how improper they were 
 fortheAudience he was preaching to? and how wide 


of the Mark he ſhould have aimed at? But I have 
Reaſon to think his L——p too ſincere, to ſay, he 


Intended this heavy Charge for foreign Countries 


only. An unwary Reader might prehaps fancy his 
1. p meant only to laſh the Corruptions of Po- 
pery; but they who obſerve how carefully he has 
avoided to name Popery through the w hole Ser- 


mon, tho' he could not but have it perpetually in 
his Thoughts all the time he was writing, and are. 
acquainted with the new Cant ſome Perſons are ſo 

fond of, viz. Proteſtant Popery, (tor every thing is 


Popery they don't like; ) they who obſerve and 
know this, will eaſily ſee, his Lordſhip meant his 


own Countre / and his own Church; a Share in 
ee every 


every part of his Charge and indeed there is no 
Poſſibility, of underſtanding his L——p otherwiſe, 
if we will ſuppoſe him to write pertinently. Here 
then are the Generality of the Writers of the Eſta- 


bliſhed Church arraigned of deſignedly ſeducing 


their Flocks in Matters of the greateſt Concern to 
their Salvation; a heavy Charge, and at the ſame 
time ſo light, that there is not a Grain of Truth in 


it: And if I am not greatly miſtaken, 'tis far from 


being true with reſpe& to Popery it ſelf, which 


needs not to be miſrepreſented, to make it more 


odious than it is. But let us ſuppoſe for once the 


Charge true, that the Teachers of the People have 


put the Change upon them, and palmed new Senſes 
upon old Words; What has his Ip done to 
ſet the People right, and reſtore theſe Words to 
JJ ę ñ 
Religion, his L——p ſays, in St. James's Days 
was Virtue and Integrity as to our ſelves, and Cha- 
rity and Beneficence to others; before Gop even the 
FarTHER. And does his . p really think st. 
James intended in the Place referred to, to give a 


complete Deſinition of the Word Religion? Or 


that Fenoxdlz, which is the Word in the Original, 


is properly in its firſt and ſtrict Senſe the Viſitation 


of the Fatherleſs and Widows, and the Preſervation 
of a Man's ſelf from the Pollutions of the World? 
St. James's Meaning is ſo plain, that he who reads 
the Context, cannot miſtake him if he would. He 
is exhorting thoſe he writes to, to be Doers of the 


Word, and not Hearers only, v. 22. For as he ſaid 


in the next Chapter, v. 14. Faith alone cannot pro- 
fir a Man without Works}, and therefore if a Man 


bridle not his Tongue, or offend in any other Point - 


of what is commanded by God's Law, that Man's 
Religion is vain; he does not ſay he has no Reli- 
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ion, but that it will do him no good. Our Re- 
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was made. His L 
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ligion, to be acceptable to God, muſt be pure and 


unde filed; and to make it ſuch in the Sight of God, 
it muſt be accompanied with Purity and Charity). 


The Apoſtle therefore tells us in theſe Words, not 


what Religion is, but what is eſſential to it, to 


make it ſuch as God will accept. But there are 


two other Things deſerve our Obſervation in this 


Sentence of his L—p's; one is, that if this be 


a complete Definition of Religion, then the Belief 


ol a future State is not neceſſary to a true Idea of 
Religion ; the contrary of which is not-only true 
of the Chriſtian Religion, but in his L—p's 
Scheme is ſo eſſential ta all Religion, that he has 


. 


fn upon that ſingle Point great part of his De- 


fence. Another thing I would obſerve, is, that 
his Ip has ſo perverted the Order of St. 
| James's Words that they are hardly Senſe, purely 
to force them into the Service of the neo Do- 
ktrines. St. James does not ſay Religion is Virtue, | 
and Charity before God; but that the Religion 
which is pure and undefiled before God, is this, to 
wiſit, &c. And it had been no way improper, if | 


St. James had added, and before our Lord Jeſus 


| Chriſt, after the Example of St. Paul, who in his 


Epiſtles to Timothy has ſeveral times this Expreſ- 


Aion, I charge thee before God and the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt. Whatever his L-——p may think, S 


Ot x, Xeus# had been no more injurious to the Fa- 


ther's Supremacy, than --&@Tp Oe Reiss, or 
than the S Oer Y Reiss, which we meet with ſo 


often in the Epiſtles. His L-—p goes on thus; 


By degrees it is come to ſignify in moſt Countries the 
Performance of almoſt every thing, except Virtue and 
Charity. Tell us, my Lord, one ſuch Country, 


where Chriſtians are ſo ill taught, and by what 
Degrees this. Alteration in the Senſe of the Word 
p's Froof really proves the 
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TERNALRELTIIOILION. His L 
his Point, ſhould have ſaid, under the Name of 
pure and undefiled Religion in the ſight of God. 
But this was too abſurd even for his L——p 
to affirm. He allows, tis called external Reli- 
gion, which is as plain a Diſtinction as could be 


13 3] 
contrary. A punctual Exattneſs in a regard to par- 


ticular Times, Plates, Forms and Modes, is recom- 
mended and praiſed under the avowed Name of Ex- 


p, to prove 


made, to prevent Peoples placing all Religion in 
Externals, which the Corryption of Mens own 


earts, not the bad Deſigns of, their Teachers, | 


make them too apt to do. But his L-—p is high- 


. offended at the Conjunction of theſe two 
ords ; he declares God has put them aſunder. 1 


ask where, or rather do affirm, that he has done i C.- 
no where. No Expreſſion can be more proper; 
and God never ſeparates what Reaſon joins. 2 


p proceeds: And accordingly the Notion o 


religious Man differs in every Countrey, juſt as much 

4 Timzs, Praces, CERERMONIES, and IMaGina- 
RY AvSTERITIES, c. are different, If his L— 
would have writ conſiſtently, he ſhould have ſaid, 

and accordingly an external religious Man and 

even then there had been no Senſe or Truth in his 

, Obſervation: A Ma traly and internally geligious, 

means in all Countries a Man who ſerves 8 


od con- 
ſcientiouſly, according ta the beſt of his Know- 


ledge, and the Religion he profeſſes: And an er- 
ternally religious Man ds in all Countries one that ob- 
ſerves the Externals of Religion, according to the 


Uſage of the Church of w ich he is a Member. 


By The way, I believe his . —p would think 
theſe imaginary Auſterities, were he to make the 


Tryal,very real ones; at leaſt the Expreſſion im- 

plies, that he thinks there are ſome. ſuch, which 
in a Lent Sermon it might have becdmg his L—p_ 
to nary derb ed in — as proper to 
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that holy Seaſon; His L—p adds, Tho' a Man 


truly religious in other veſpects 25 make uſe of ſuch 


Things, yet they cannot be the leaſt part of his Reli- 


Lion, properly ſo called, any more than his Food, or 


his Raiment, or any other Circumſtance of his Life. 


With what Unfairneſs does his I p ſhift his 
Terms? External Religion, religious, truly religious; 


the material Word that the Argument turns upon, 


is firſt dropp'd, then one of a contrary Nature is 


ſhuffled in; but theſe are little Things; *Tis of 


more Moment to obſerve with what Contempt 
his L——p treats the Rites and Ceremonies, and all 
Thoſe outward Acts of Religion, without which 
publick Worſhip cannot ſubſiſt, « Mar truly reli- 


gious may make uſe of them; ergo, may not; But 1 


take leave to ſay, be muſt uſe them, tis the Duty 
of every Man to perform external as well as inter- 
nal Worſhip; the Nature and Deſign of Religion, 
thè Honour of God and Good of Men make it ne- 


A 3 55 
Thus his I. jp has performed in his firſt In- 
ſtance; and it were eaſy to ſhew, if it would not 
be too tireſome to the Reader, as well as my ſelf, 


that he has ſucceeded no better in every part of 


the reſt ; all have in them the ſame Marks of Haſte, 


and an Inaccuracy very ill becoming one who has 
taken the Cenſor's Part, and falls with ſo heavy a 
hand upon all in general, without Diſtinction or 
Exception. His ſecond Inſtance is the Morſhip 
of God, which was in our Saviour's Time the Wor- 
ſhip of the FarhER in Spirit and in Truth. What 
uſe now does his Lordſhip make of this? Why, 
in many Chriſtian Countries the Worſhip of God is 


indeed the Neglect and the Diminution of the Fa- 


THER, and the Worſhip of other Beings beſides, and 


more than the Fatyts. Had his Lp meant 
this as a Reflection on Popiſh Countries only, tis 
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not to be imagined he would not have ſaid ſo. His 
therefore in his many Countries, muſt be 
underſtood to include many Proteſtant Countries; 


but this is not in the leaſt degree true of them, 
unleſs it be eſteemed a Diminution to the FarHER, 


that they worſhip the Son alſo, which they do in 


Conformity to the Catholick Church of all Ages, 
and in Obedience to our Saviour's own Words, 
that Men fhould honour the Son even as they honour 


the ' Father. But this Doctrine his Lordſhip, it 


ſeems, does not like, as I have already hinted up- 
on the firſt inſtance; if he did, as haſty and un- 


accurate as I think he was, in penning this Ser- 
mon, Jeſs Chriſt muſt have had ſome place in his 
Obſervations upon Religion, the Worſhip of God, 
and Prayer; which is his L—-p's third Inſtance. 


Prayer, he tells us, in all our Lord's Directions a- 
bout it, was a Calu, UN DISrURBED AppRESS O 
Gop, under the Notion of a Farnhrn, expreſſing 
thoſe Sentiments and Wiſhes before him, which every 
fincere, Mind ought to have. That Prayer is an Ad- 


dreſs to God, is very true, and needs not the Au- 


thority of Scripture to prove it: What his Lp 
would have us learn from thence, is, that it is a 
calm and undiſturbed Addreſs. I dare ſay his Lp 


is the firſt, that ever thought that calm and un- 


diſturbed wete Charaferifticks of Prayer; much 
leſs could any one without his L—p's Penetra- 


tion, have deduced them from any Words of our 


aviour. Calm and undiſturbed are as proper to a- 
ny other Acts of Religion, or of civil Life, as they 


are to Prayer, and were it otherwiſe, there is not 
the leaſt tittle in Scripture to countenance his 
L-——p's Aſſertion. We are there commanded 
to pray always, and not to faint, u duα,,.e WE 
read of inſtant and earneſt Prayer, tlevis, & S erelc, 


of the Elect crying to God Day aud Night ; of our 


Saviour 


mn 


1 

Saviour himſelf offering up Prayers and. Supplica- 
tion with ſtrong Crying and Tears; who recom-. 
mends great Importunity in Prayer by a very re- 
markable Parable, to encourage us not to give 
over in Deſpair, if we are not preſently heard. I 
ſay unto you, though he will not riſe and give him, 
becauſe he is his Friend; yet becauſe of his TypoR- 


TUNITY, did yt 7 dvaidaay ens, he will riſe and | 

give him as many as he needs, Luke xi. 8: And ; 

St. James exhorts us to pray for one another, be- * 
caule the effeftual fervent Prayer of a righteous 3 
Man availeth much; Sino Sixals weſewWn the 7 
force of which laſt Word 'tis hard to reach in a 1 
Tranſlation. I would fain know from which of 1 

theſe Places, and by what Art his L——p ex- t 

_ tracted his calm and undiſturbed ? Does he really . 
think ſuch a Character the proper figure of a Per- 71 

| ſon ſeeking to God for Help in Diſtreſs, or for in 
Pardon under a Senſe of Sins? Does he think calm n 
and undiſturbed ſat upon the Viſage of the Daugh- U. 

ter of Sion, when ſhe cries out in the Lamentations, — 
Behold, and ſee, if there be any Sorrow like unto m, ol 
Sorrow; ——Behold, O Lord, I am in Diſtreſs } Ir 
my Bowels are troubled within me, for I have grie- ha 
wouſly rebellel? Was calm and undiſturbed the Ap-  7o 
pearance of the Prophet Jeremiah, when he la- ha 
ments before God the Sins of his People in theſe ] Bi 
pathetick Words, Oh that my Head were Water, thi 

and mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might 10 
wee Day and. Night for the ſlain of the Daughter of s 
my People? Did the Ideas of calm and andiſturbed tu 
ever ariſe in his L—-p's Mind upon reading the pal 
1 Leaves of Hexekiab, Ezra, Habakkuk or Daniel? Ae 
Do theſe Words in any wiſe repreſent the Addreſs ÞF , 
| 55 of holy David to his God, with which the 15 
ook of Pſalms is fill'd, who pours out his Com- 12 


plaines in the Anguiſh 6f his Soul and warered hg 
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Couch with Tears Day and Night? I can't but 
wonder that his L—p ſhould forget this Book 
when he was writing upon Prayer, ſince the Chri- 
ſtian Church has always thought it an unvaluable 
Treaſure of Devotions, and 'tis made a conſtant 
part of our own publick Service. But to ſet this ii 
another Light; his L-—p has ſeen, no doubt, a 
great many fine Paintings by the beſt Hands; I 
would therefore humbly ask, if he ever read calm 
and undiſturbed in the Countenances of a Madonna 
or a Magdalene drawn at their Devotions by Ra- 
phael, Titian, Caraccio, or any other of thoſe great ®. 
Maſters, who became ſuch, by being great Ma- 
ſters of Nature ; and by being able to give to eve- 
ry Action and Affection its proper Character? But 
this is the leaſt Fault in his L—p's Account of 
Prayer, that Devot ion and Earneſtneſs have no part 
in it. There is not a Word of that Faith, on 
which the Sctiptures put the Efficacy of Prayer, 
nor of Jeſus Chriſt, who is our Advocate, our 
Mediator, our High Prieſt, in whoſe Name our 
Prayers by his own expreſs Command are to be 
offered to the Father, and thro' whoſe Merit and 
Interceſſion they are accepted. If his Lordſhip 
had drawn his Account of Prayer from the Philo- 
ſophers, Ztvs Bags 74 wivedad, &c. L ſhould have 
had nothing to except to it; but for a Chriſtian 
| Biſhop to give us a Deſcription of Prayer, in which 
there is nothing of Faith or of Jeſus Chriſt, is, 
| confeſs, aſtoniſhing, and that at a time when he 
is undertaking to ſet us all right, and to give us | 
true Notions of Things, in great Pity and Com- | 
paſſion to us, for the Ignorance and Deluſion we 
Tr OE plot nr : 

In the laſt Place his L——p inſtances in the 
Love of God and of our Saviour, and would per- 
ſuade us, the Love of him is nothing elſe b. keeping 

G8 his 
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his Command ments, becauſe our Saviour ſays, If ye 
love me, keep my Commandments, Strange Logick! 
The beſt Proof of the Sincerity of our Love of 
God is to keep his Commandments : therefore the 
keeping God's Commandments 1s a juſt and ade- 
quate Idea of the Love of God. If his L—p 
will read again St. John's firſt Epiſtle, he will find 

the Notion of the Love of God was not left ſo je- 
8 june, as he has repreſented it: but *tis Very ſtrange 
his L-—p ſhould not for the Love of God ſend us 
| to God's own Command about it, which requires 
| a greater Degree of Love, than any other Words 
can well expreſs, with all the Heart, and Mind, 


| and Soul, and Strength: But this agrees fo ill with 

| his L-—p's Account, that it was thought perhaps 
| more prudent to omit it. *Tis no new Obſerva- 
f tion upon his L——p, that he never thinks he 

| oppoſes one Extreme enough; if he does not run 
| himſelf into the other. 1 


have now done with his Lordſhip's Inſtances, 
when 1 have obſerved one thing common to them 
all, which is, that bis L——p is totally miſtaken, 
when he imputes the Change of Senſe in each of 
them, to gradual Alterations made in ſeveral Ages, 
at a diſtance from our Saviour's Time; there be- 
ing no one of them, which was not in and before 
our Saviour's Time, as liable to his . —p's Charge, 
as they are now: and the Reaſon 1s plain, for the 
A buſes of each of them ariſe either from the Super- 
. ſtition, or from the Corruption and Hypocriſy of 
Men. But the fame Cauſes will in all Times pro- 
-..-- - duce the lame Effects. „5 
Suchis his L—p's Introduction, in every part of 
it very highly unbecoming, to ſpeak in his L—p's Lan- 


: 4 
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guage of the Lord Biſhop of Oxford, p. 268. A Bi- 
| ſhop, a Divine and Scholar; a heap of haſty Refle- | 
| cr ons, and raſh Cenſures, juſt and true of the | 


Teachers 


Teachers of no Church, wol unjuſt and falſe of 
the Clergy of the Church of England. His L—p's 
only Defence for this I take to be, that he writ in 
great Haſte, and with as great Sincerity as is 
conſiſtent with Non- Examination; for I verily 
believe, and hope his Readers will have Candour 
enough to believe ſo too, that his I.— h has not 
offended againſt Knowledge. 
But let us ſee now what End this mighty Apparatus 
is to ſerve. His L—p has raiſed theAttention of his 
Reader to the Height, and prepared him to expect, 
ſtrange Diſcoveries of the Abuſes of the Word Churcl,? 
a Hiſtoryof the gradual Alterations made in the true 
Senſe of it, and a Catalogue of the many bd De- 
ſans they were calculated for; in ſhort, that he 
would lay open a horrid Scene of Prieftcr aft, 
which hath confounded the Boundaries of right and 
wrong, and touched the Vitals of all that 15 good; M 
and then, produce an :nfallible Cure for the greateſt : 
of Evils, and fix the ſtandard, genuine Senſe of this 
important Word in ſuch a manner, as to put it our 
of the Power of the Clergy, or the Magiſtrare to 
abuſe it any longer: We are made to expect no- 
thing leſs than a ſovereign Antidote for the moſt 
ignorant, againſt the Deluſions impoſed on them by 
S Their Prieſts, and an effectual Security for all 3 
| ſons from the Power aſſumed by the Magiſtrate in 
| Matters of Religion All this we expect, but ex- 
pect in vain: And this long Introduction is really 
an Introduction to nothing, but this one extrava- 
gant Aſlertion that the Notion of the Church of 
CHRIST has ſince his time been ſo diverſified by the 
various Alterations it hath undergone, that it 15 al- 
moſt impoſſible ſo much as to number 7 the many its 
confiſtent Images that have come by daily Additions to 
be united eber in it. Images, various, inconſiſtent, 
namberleſs ! All this we are to believe upon his 
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L-—p's bare Word. In p. 5. he ſpeaks of incon- 
ſiſtent Ideas added every Age and every Tear; I won- 
der'd at his Moderation, 1n not adding, and every 
Day. His L p has here ſupplied that Defect, 

and tells us, daily Additions have been made to the 
| Notion of the Church, inconliſtent with it, and 
with one another; now every Tittle of this may 


— — 


be falſe, for any thing his L——p has ſaid to prove 4 


it true. What muſt a ſober Man and a Scholar 
think, to ſee a Chriſtian Biſhop arraign in this man- 
ner all the Churches in the Chriſtian World, with- 
out the leaſt Proof for what he ſays? For his Ac- 
cuſation takes in Proreſtants as well as Papiſts, and 
the Church of England as well as any other. For 
if his L——p did nat intend to fix this Charge on 
the Proteſtant Churches, why did he not except 
them? If the Church of Exgland was not to be 
included in the Accuſation, why did he not vouch- 
ſafe to take ſome Notice of that grave, and plain, 
and honeſt Definition of the Church, which is gi- 
ven us in the Articles?“ Where 'tis ſaid to be a 
« Congregation of faithful Men, in which the 
* pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacra- 
* ments he duly miniſtred according to Chriſt's 
* Ordinance, in all thoſe things that of Neceſſity 
are requiſite to the ſame”. Who were to preach 
and adminiſter, is declared in another Article. In 
Charity to his L-—þp, 1 am willing to believe, 
that he ſpoke without Book, and neither looked 
into the Corpus Confeſſionum to ſee the Senſe of f- 
reign Proteſtants, nor once thought bf our own Ar- 
ticles : If he had done either, ſogroundleſsa Charge 
could not poſſibly have come from one of his 
L——p' great Yicekneſs and Integrity. Wel, 
ſince we muſt not have the Pleaſure to ſee theſe 
many ſalſe Images of the Church expoſed as they 
ſhould have been, we may hope atleaſt for the Sa- 
7 „ 1 t Fiskactian 
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tisfadion of feeing the true Image of the Church 
ſet forth in its primitive and firſt Beauty, ſtripped 
of all the falſe Additions which in fucceeding 
Times it has been defaced with. And his L—p has 
indeed ſtripped it of all Additions, and left it ſo na- 

ked, that it is really rudis indigeſtaque moles, a prima 
materia, not only without Comlineſs, but without 
Form : Tis, he ſays, the Number of thoſe who believe 
Chriſt to be the Meſſiah ;, that is, the Meſſiah to be 
the Meſſiah. By this ad mirable Definition anyNum- 
ber of Men who aſſent to theſe two Words, are as 
truly the Church of Chriſt, as any other Number ; 
| and every Number may ſubſiſt in a way agreeable 

þ» to the Will of Chriſt, without Governors or Mi- | 

H niſters; an inſtituted Religion has no Inſtitutions | 

neceſſary to it; and nothing is to be done in the } 

Church by any Body, but what may as well be | 

done by every Body: Nor are any Creeds, or any | | 

Forms neceſſary, not the ſhorteſt baptiſmal Crd | 

Not the Form of Baptiſm in the Name of the Fa- | 

ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; nothing is neceſſary but 

to believe Chriſt, (he ſhould have ſaid Jeſs) to be 

the Meſſiah. And in this it muſt be confeſſed his | 

1. p follows great Maſters, the Leviathan, and | 

the Prog of the Rights, beſides ſome others, who 

are known Enemies to Creeds, and the Faith 

taught in them; which they would reduce into 

one Article, as the moſt effectual way to ſink all 

_ revealed Religion into what they call natural, and 

bring down Chriſtianity to mere Deiſm, which 

ſhall be juſt what they pleaſe to make it. This 

| made them ſo fond of this Doctrine of one Article, 
| in which as they followed no Chriſtian Biſhop, ſo 


P 


„no Chriſtian Biſhop before his L—-p has followed 
=o them. But to examine into the true Senſe of this 
= one Article, which it might be more excuſable in 


I AK the [ Leviathan, &c. not to do; does his L———þ 
1 WY od canſider, 
| 5 
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conſider, what a Complication of Ideas is contain- 


ed in the Word Meſſiah ? Does he conſider, it in- 
cludes all that was foretold of him in the ancient 


Prophecies ? Does he conſider, that the Meſſiah 


was from the Beginning believed to be the Sor of 
God ? Does he remember, that St. John makes the 


Belief of this eſſential to the Being of a Chriſtian ; 


and that he therefore wrote his Goſpel, ht. Men 


might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 


God, and that believing they might bave Life through 
his Name ? Does not this fame Apoſtle tell us, that 
this Son of God was the Word, or Loc os made 
Flcſh; and that this Locos was in the Beginning 
with God, and was God, and that all Things were 


made by him ? Does not the ſame Apoſtle ſtyle 


him on this Account the only begotten Son of 


| God, wy poreſenz And is not this Expreſſion a 
part of the ſhorteſt Creed that ever was uſed by 
Chriſtians, who have thereby declared the Belief | 


of the divine Generation of the Son, to be an eſ- 


ſential Article of Faith? All this therefore is ne- 
ceſſarily included, beſides many other Articles, i in 


believing Jeſus to be the Me ſſi ah. 
But there is another thing very obſervable in this 5 
Definition, in which I know not whom his L—p 


follows. He drops a Word, which has always 


been thought neceſſary to it, and ſubſtitutes ano- 


ther in the room of it, which is by no means of the 


ſame Import; the Church with him is not the Con- 
gregation, or Company of Men, Coetus Fidelium, 
which implics Unity ; bur a Number only ; by 


which the Reader loſes ſight of that Onion which 
is ellential to the Conſtitution of a Church. But 
this I am ſenſible muſt not be imputed to any In- 


accutacy in his . p, nor indeed any other De- 

fect that there may ſeem to be in this Deſinition: 

For if there be any wo Lines in | the whole Ser- 
| mon 


3 
mon better conſidered than the reſt, we may be 
ſure they are theſe, which are laid down to be as 
it were the Baſis of the Babel Scheme. His I. —p 
therefore with great Judgment declines to uſe the 
Word Congregation, or any other of like Import, 
that might make the Church be taken for a Socie- 
ty, leſt the Reader ſhould from thence be led to 
think it had ſome Reſemblance to other Societies, 
and by conſequence had its Governors, a Conſe- 
quence to be abhorred by all good Men who are 
in his L——p's Sentiments. EE. ER 
As this Alteration of the Catholict Language in 
the Definition of the Church, is made not through 
Haſte but with Deſign ; fo every one of the Omiſ- 
ſions I have obſerved in it, muſt be allowed to 
have its End : The laſt of them is to ſtrike off all 
other Articles of Faith from being made Terms of 


Communion; the ſecond, to remove all Ohliga= |} 


tion to the Obſervance of ſtated Forms and Ceremo- 
nies in that publick Worſhip ; that every one who 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, may be indulged all the 
Privileges of Church-Communion, without con- 
forming to any regular Adminiſtration ofthe Sacra- 
ments, or to the Uſe of the Sacraments them 
ſelves. But the firſt Omiſſion is the principal, be- 
ing of moſt uſe to ſecure the other two. For if 
there be no Miniſters appointed by Chriſt for the 
well governing of his Church, they have then no 
more Authority to teach, or cenſure, or preſcribe, 
than what the preſent Humour of the People will 
pleaſe to give them; there is an end of all ſpiritual 
Diſcipline, and they may be laid aſide at Pleaſure: 


And thus there 1s an end of thoſe Creed- mating 


Pritſts, who are fuch an Offence to ſome of his 
L-—p'$great Admirers. Nor will thoſe who are 
in his L——p's Sentiments allow the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate to ſupply the want of that Authority, which 

Is 
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not within his Province. Ro i 
That his L—pdid intend to make his Defini- 
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is denied to them; for they londly.declare, and 


without Ceremony, that Matters of Religion are 


- 


tion of the Church thus eaſy to all ſorts of Peoplez 


making a bare Profeſſion, of the Name of Chriſt, 


the thing ſpeaks its ſelf: But that | may not be 
charged with imputing to his L—=p Deſigns he 


does not own, I leave it to the Reader to judge of 
the Definition by the Uſe that is made of it, and 
the Doctrine 'tis adapted to. But before I take 
Leave of it, I cannot but obſerve with ſome sur- 
prize, that as carefully as it ſeems to have been 


conſidered, there is one thing not in it which was 


Moſt to be expected; nothing of the Church's be- 


ing a Kingdom, which yet in the following Diſ- 


"courſe is made the very Eſſence of. it. Which 


makes me ſuſpect that this Definition was not firſt 


made now, but was an old one his L—p kept by 
him in Petto: For had it been made now, his 


L——p would rather have ſaid, that the Church 
was the Number of thoſe who believed Chriſt to be 


their King, than to be the Meſſiah, This would 


have made it {till more agreeable to his L——p's 
Argument, and the Doctrine 'tis to ſerve, which 


is this, that in the Church of Chriſt no Perſon or 
Perſons have an abſolute Authority to make Laws, or 
interpret, or judge in Affairs of Conſcience, and eter= 
nal Salvation; and that no Chriſtians abſolutely, in- 

diſpenſably, implicitely, blindly, without Conſidera- 
tion, and without Examination, are bound to o- 
bey the DECISIONS of Men in theſe Points. In 

which Aſſertion there is no Obſcurity, except in 
thoſe Words, Affairs of Conſcience, and eternal 
Salvation; which elfewhere 1s expreſſed by Mat- 


ters relating to the Favour of God, and their eternal 
Salvation, Which Words I either don't under- 
| Hy ſtand, 
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| Defence of his pretended abſelute, unlimited Autho- 
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ſtand, or they take in every thing that can he. 
thought of, except ſuch Matters as in their Na- 
ture are perfectly indifferent: And even thoſe too, 
if the Perſons to whom they are enjoined ſhall take 


it into their Heads, that they are not indifferent. 
However this Limitation which his L——p has 


put, though upon his Principles it really ends! in 
nothing, negeſlarily ſuppoſes the Church he is 
ſpeaking of, to be the viſible Church; *tis' that 
therefore of which. his Definition mult be under- 
ſtood 3 and the Church, as it is inviſ ible, is quite 
out of the Queſtion. 

This then is his L——p's Noſtrum, the grand 
Secret which wanted ſo large an Introduction. 
Tis this all our Expectations end in. His L- p is 


to be eſteemed the great Deliverer and Reſtorer of 
the human Underſtanding from the Slavery of 


Prieſtcraft, for daring to deny and diſprove a ſta- 
pid, ſenſeleſs Aſſertion, which no Church, 1 be- 
lieve no Man, was ever weak or wicked enough to 
affirm. | know Popery is to bear all; but if his L—p 
knew more of it than he ſeems to do, he would 
know how to diſtinguiſh between the Court of 


Rome, and the Church of Rome; and would not 
want to be told, that ſeveral Parts of the Romiſſs 
Church have vigorouſly oppoſed the Tyranny of 
the Papacy, and the abſolute, unlimited, blind Obe- 
dience It requires of them. But whatever any par- 


ticular Writers of the Church of Rome may have 
laid, till his L-—p produces an Inſtaace from 
ſome one of them, I ſhall never believe that any, 
cyen of that Church, will own the Foundling in 
the Fool's Coat, in which his L——p has dreſſed 


It up. 


But whatever the Pope's Creatures may ſay in 


y; 


26 } 


rity; what is this to the Reformed Churches; and 


in particular to the Church of England? Has ſhe 
any where claimed fuch an Authority, or have her 
Writers done it for her? Has not his L-—p, in 


his Anſwer to Dr. Szape, roundly declared, that he, 
(the Doctor) indeed all, even every Man of the 


Church of England, come into the ſame Condemnation 
with him, if it be a Crime to deny in ayy Perſons, in 
Matters of Conſcience,an abſolute Authority, to which 
a blind, implicite Ovedience, is inaiſpenſably due ? 


As he diſclaims and diſdains bimſelf any ſuch Claim, 
ſo does, he believes, every one of his Brethren, that 
what he maintains is the very Principle of the Prote= 


ſtant Church of England, as well as the Ground- 
work of the whole RxrokMatION. Theſe are plain 


Declarations, that even his L-—p being judge, 
no Member of the Church of England does or can 
affirm, what he is at ſo much Pains to deny. I 


muſt own I am not fure what his L—p means 


by his Proteſtant Church of England, becauſe 55 on” 
know but one; and I remember his Ih elſe- 


Where ſays, the Church of England, truly fo call'd; 


this is ſuch a way of ſpeaking, as juſtly creates a 
| Suſpicion of ſome ſecret Meaning in it. AS Man 


would with good Reaſon be ſuſpeted of Diſaffe- 
ction to his Majeſty, and to mean the Pretender, 


who in ſpeaking of the King ſhould affect to ſay, 


The King of England, truly jo called, But I have 
ſuch an Opinion of his L p's Sincerity, that I 
would rather think theſe Additions an Exuberance 
of Style, than a Suppreſſion of his real Sentiments. 
I bus his L——p oppoſes with great Pomp, 
what by his own Confeſſion no Body maintains. Be 


it ſo; is not any Man at Liberty to defend a Truth, 


becaule it is allowed and confeſled to be a Truth? 
Yes, no doubt, bis L——p may if he pleaſe, not 
only declare n very ſtrong and ſolemn Terms that 
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two and two make four, but may farther make an 
claborate and large Proof of it. But it he ſhould, 
he mult give his Readers leave to ſmile a little, to 
ſee a Man of Figure and Learning take ſo much 
Pains about fo plain a thing, and then value him- 
ſelf upon it, as if it were a great Diſcovery. But 
that is not all, his L-——p does not only take 
much Pains to prove nothing, which would only 


be diverting his Readers at his own Expence,which 
he has an undoubted Liberty to do; but at the 


ſame time caſts odious Colours upon the whole Bo- 
dy of Proteſtant Churches, and the Proteſtant 
Church of England in particular, as if the contrary 
to what his L—p aſſerts, were the current Doctrine 


| of all or moſt of them. A Man may make as tree as 


he will with himſelf, but I know no Right he has to 
do fo withothers : His L—p docs more than inſinu- 
ate in his Sermon, and in his Defences of it, that all 


| Churches do in Deed, tho' not in Nord, ailume to 
' themſelves the Authority he is oppoſing; and in 
truth if he did not think fo, it would be hard to 


ſee what Senſe there can be in ſuch an affected Op- 
poſition. But 'tis time to ſee how his L——p 


executes his grand Deſign, and how he proves the 


Church has not this abſolute Authority. Now for 
this, he chuſes a Text in which he ſuppoſes the 
Church is repreſented under the Image of a King- 


dom ; for doing which he gives this Reaſon, that it 
hat h not been jo much uſed, and conſequently not ſs 


much defaced Tis true, it has not been fo much uſed; 
but the Reaſon is, becauſe it is of all others the 


molt improper, and the moſt liable to be abuſed ; 


in truth no Scripture Image of the Church has been 


| Perverted to ſo ill Pupoſes, or in the Nature of it 


could be. And his L-—þ might from the Apo- 


ſtles never arguing from ir, eaſily have concluded 


one of theſe two Things, either that it is really nq 
Ns Fr” Image 


1 


what was right in his own Eyes, which produced 
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Image of the Church, or that the ill Uſages it might 
be wreſted to, to make it ſafer to uſe any other. 
We need but go back to the late Times of Confu- 
ſion to ſee the Truth of this, when this Image of the 


Kingdom was made the Firebrand to inflame the 
Minds of the People with a mad Zeal, and bewitch 


them into the wildcſt Sedition and moſt extrava- 


gant Enthuſiaſm. How his L——p came not to 


be aware of this, who no doubt is well read in 
our Eugliſh Hiſtory, and particularly in that of 


theſe Times, I know not; but if he had reflected 


on thoſe Times but a very little, I ſhould think it 
muſt have cured him of his Fondneſs for this l. 
mage, as well as of an u»bourdcd Liberty in theſe 
Matters, which he would fain have tryed for this 


Reaſon, becauſe it never has been try'd; which | 
were it true, is in my humble Opinion, a very 


good Reaſon why it never ſnould. Tis dangerous 
making Experiments in Government; and as no 


Prince, who was a Friend to Chriſtianity, has 
been weak enough to do it yet, ſo I truſt nane e- 


ver will: But what his L——p would have try'd, 
has been try'd, ſufficiently at leaſt for an Fxperi- 


ment. The Times of Rebellion were Times of the 


utmoſt Confuſion, not only in Civil, but Religious 
Matters. There was in ſome part of thoſe Times 
full Liberty for all Perſuaſions, every Body did 


ſuch an innumerable Spawn of abſurd Sects, ſuch 
a Medley of wild, ſenſeleſs, prophane, impiovus, 


abominable Hereſies, that in a little time they 
grew lick of the Liberty they were ſo fond of, 


and were moit of them glad to return to ſome Or- | 
der and Government in the Church, as well as State, 
Thither therefore 1 would humbly refer his -p, 
to ſee in a true Mirror the Effects of the Liberty | 
he fo warm}y eontends for. . 
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But to return; his L p in Terms oppoſes 
only Abſolute Authority, and to this end he will 
have the true Image of the Church to be the Image 
of a Kingdom; and this he thinks he finds in our 
Saviour's Anſwer to Pilate, John xvilt. 36. ere to 
clear himſelf of the Treaſon charged on him, as if 
he had aſſumed the Imperial Authority, he defends 


himſelf by declaring, that bis Kingdom 15 not of this 


World. From hence his L—p infers that Chriſt 
is King, therefore no one elſe is ; therefore he has 
no Vicegerent, (which indeed he could not have it 


he were not King) therefore no one has Authority 
to make Laws, to interpret Laws, or to fudge, and 


puniſh the Violation of them; therefore not to uſe 


even negative Diſcouragemtents; therefore Diſſen- 
ters, of all Denominations, from the Church, have 
à Right to all Places, that would put it in their 


Power to deſtroy the Church, and to eſtabliſh 


themſelves, where no one ever thought they want- 

ed Inclination to do: they are too ſincere to ſay 

the contrary, and have too much Senſe to expect 
to be believed, if they did. . 


But all this Train of Deductions is Amuſement 
only, the Foundation is Sand, and the whole Su- 
perſtructure may be blown away with the leaſt puff 
of Wind; and his . — p might have deduced 
all the ſame Conſequences juſt as well from the 
firſt Verſe in Geneſis, as from this Text in St. John, 
In the Beginning God made the Heavens and the 
Earth. What then? why, therefore he is by the 


moſt indiſputable Title Xing of all the World, 
_ therfore he is /ole King, therefore there is no other, 


therefore no Vicegerent, no Law-maker, no Inter- 


pret er, no Judge, and ſo on: All are equally his Sub- 
jette, and no one has any Right to Lord it over others. 
T cannot ſee why this Argument is not as good as 


his 1 p's; for what Commiſſion have the Kings 


ders, as his L 


C97. 
of the Earth from God, to call themſelves his 


Vicegerents Or Miniſters ? Will his L—p ſay, that 
it was by common Conſent, and for the Good of 


civil Society, (and therefore agreeable to the Will 


of God) that Governments were erected, and that 
ſuch and ſuch Degrees of Submiſſion are paid to 
them? And 1 might not as well ſay, that by the 
common Conſeat of Chriſtians, Government was 
introduced into the Church for the Good of the 


Chriſtian Society? But 1 don't put the Deſence f 


Church Authority upon this Foundation, but upon 


what is much ſtronger, an expreſs Commiſſion 
from our Saviour to his Apoſtles, and injthem to 
their Succeſſors, to which end he has promiſed his 
Spix Tr. ſhould be with them to the end of the World, 


John xiv. 16. Mat. xxviii. 20. This Commiſſion 
the Chriſtian World has hitherto acknowledged, 
and will go on to acknowledge, and their Adver- 
ſaries will never by the Force of Argument be able 
to extort from them the Belief of it. 

But to come to Particulars, his L—p having 


taken a Text nothing to his Purpoſe, and through 


a long Introduction made his way at laſt to it, pro- 


ceeds to the Uſes he intends to make of it thus : 
As the Church of Chriſt is the Kingdom of Chriſt, he 


himfelf is King. An accurate Writer, if he were 
not preſs'd in time, (which I always ſuppoſe 


throughout theſe Remarks to have been his l p's 


Caſe) though he had not ſet out with ſo much 
Pomp, nor prepared his Reader to expect Won- 
p has done, would firſt, to ex- 
plain what is meant by the Kingdom, have conſi- 


dered the Context, and ſhewn the preciſe Mean 
ing of the Text, as it ſtands in Conjunction with 
it; nor would he have ſtopped here, but would. 


kave obſerved the frequent Uſe of the like Exprei- 


lion | la the other 9 and at the ſame time 


have 


& : 
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have taken Notice how very ſeldom this Expreſ- 

ſion occurs in the Epiſtles, and have given his 
Hearers the Reaſon of this, what it was that made 
this Language proper 1n the firſt Publication of the 
Goſpel to the Fews, but not ſo in the Preaching of 
it{to the Gentiles : It would certainly have been 
extremely proper for his p to have explain'd 
at large and with Care, an Expreſſion that makes 
ſo great a part in the three firſt Goſpels, and 
which from the fourth (of all the leaſt proper for 
his Purpoſe) is made the Foundation of his whole 
Argument. ))»o']ßß 5 

His L—p no doubt was in too much Haſte to 
conſult Texts which requires Time; which 1 take 


to be the true Reaſon, that in the whole Pros 


ſecution of an Argument built on Scripture, we 
find but one ſingle Text made uſe of, and that 
miſquoted and miſapplied. It was much eaſier for 
his L——þp, in the Hurry he was in, to take ano- 
ther Method, and to have no regard to the Con- 
text, much leſs to other places of Scripture, which 
might help.his Readers either to underſtand the 
Scripture, or his own Argument. Immediately 
therefore, inſtead of this, his L——p puts upon 
them aChange of Terms, and takes it for granted, 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is the Church of Chriſt : 
For this, though of ſo mu ch Importance to his 
Subject, his L-—p expects to be believed upon 
his bare Word, and mere Authority, which is' 
ſomething ſurprizing in one who denies all Autho- 
rity to others, and that at the very time he is do- 
Ing it, His L——pdoes not reilect himſelf, and 
concludes Hearers will not, that ſuch an Expli- 
cation makes his Text not to be Senſe. But let 
that paſs, whether the Kingdom in Scripture be 
the Church, or not, I leave to be diſputed between 
his L——þp and the Dean of Worceſter, I will 

ſuppoſe 
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ſappoſe for once it is, and that his L——p's Text 


is in theſe Terms, my Church is not of this World. 
Had theſe been the Terms, his L 


explained what is meant by Church, and ſettled 
the true Meaning of this Term to prevent all Mi- 
ſtakes; and if it be uſed in Scripture variouſly, he 
ſhould have told us what the ſeveral Senſes are, 
and in which of them, and for what Reaſons, it 
was to be taken here. This had naturally been his 
firſt Buſineſs: In the next Place, his Lp fhould 
have conſidered what it is that is affirmed of this 
Church, what is meant by its not being of this 
World. And as this is Language peculiar to St. 
John's Goſpel, his L—p ſhould have ſhewn from 
the Context, and other Places where the ſame. 


Expreſſion occurs, what 1s intended to be under- 


Rood by: rg ogra. 
When his Ip had in this manner ſettled 
the Meaning of the Terms of his Text, then had 
been the proper time for him to ſhew what Infe- 
rences or Characters of the Church, by juſt and 
natural Conſequence, agreeably to our Saviour's 
latention, and the Analogy of Scripture, follow 
from it. This, in my humble Opinion, had been 


the true way of treating this Text, which is ſo 
very obvious, that a Perſon of his L—p's great 


Genius could not have miſſed it, had the Text 


been before him when he made this Sermon, and 
he had had the leaſt leiſure to conſider calmly and 
ſedately the true Meaning and Extent of it. For 


Iwill not ſuppoſe his L-—p was conſcious that 
his Text, rightly explain'd, was nothing to his 
Purpoſe, and for that Reaſon declined the Expli- 
cation. This, I ſay, had been the natural and pro- 
per Mcthod z whereas in that his L--p takes, every. 
thing is prepoſterous and out of order. He lakes 

. or 


p, ſuitably 
to his Introduction, ſhould firſt have defined and 
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for granted, firſt, that the Kingdom is tlie Church 
and then proceeds, as if the Text had run thus; 
q) Church is my Kingdom, and my Kingdom is not 
o» this World; as tis expreffed by his L — p him- 
fſelf, p. 17. Having thus ſubſtituted two Propoſi- 
tions in the room of one in the Text, his l. — p 
immediately comes to his Deductions or Inferences 
from them, and gives us firſt thoſe which in his 
Opinion follow from the firſt of them. He begins 
with this; As the Church of Chriſt is the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, HE himſelf is R1NG ; and in this it is im- 
plied, that HE is himſelf the ſole LAwW- GI VBR to his 
Suzjsers, and himſelf the ſole JUDGE of their Be- 
haviour in the Affairs of ConsCIENCE and Eternal 
SalvATIoN; and from hence to the end of the 
Sermon, we hear of nothing but the Laws of 
Chriſt. When his L-—p had made fo long an 
Introduction, and given this Reaſon for it, to ſhew 
is the Neceſſity there is to go back to the New Teſta- 
ment it ſelf, one might have hoped to have found 
in the Sequel of his Diſcourſe, at leaſt the Lan- 
guage of the New Teſtament, if not the Senſe of 
it; but in Fact it proves quite otherwiſe. And 
this favourite Expreſſion of his L=—p's, which we 
meet with in every Page, and almoſt every Sentence 
in the Sermon, is not once to be found in Scri- 
pture, where we have frequent Mention of Chriſt's 
Precepts and Inſtructions, but never of his Laws. 
This is the firſt Conſequence of the Image he has 
choſen for the Church, that it has drawn him into 
_ a Language the Scriptures know nothing of, which 
gives one little Hopes of finding Scripture Notions ' 
under it. But let us examine the Argument; as 
the Church is the Kingdom, Chriſt is the King. 
That Chriſt is King, is readily allow'd, but then 
his Kingdom is not confined to the Church; All 
Power, he ſays himſelf, is given to him in Heaven and in 
. E Earth. 
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Earth. But for once 1 will make bis Ip 


this Conceſſion ; What follows from it? Why, 


that he is ſole Kiug and ſole Lam-giver, and there- 
fore no one elſe is King or Law.giver. is very in- 
dulgent in his L-—p to allow Chriſt to be ei- 


ther King, or Law-giver ; for if his Argument be 
good, one might by the Force of it deny of him, 


what his L—-p denies of thoſe wha govern the 


Church under him. For the Seripture ſays ex- 
preſly, that God is the ſole Potentate, the ſole 


King, and ſole Law-giver ;, ſee 1 Tim. i. 17. v. 15. 
and Jam. iv. 12. In which laſt place ' tis ſaid, there 
is one Lam giver, who is able to ſave aud to deſtroy. 


| Bis &%v 6 robo ern: Which, I think, is meant of the 
Father : But! will give his L—p his Choice; 
if it be meant of the Son, then the Father is exclu- 
ded ; or elſe one Perſon may be ſaid to be the 


ſole King and Law-giver, and yet. notwithſtanding 


that Reitriction, the ſame Terms, tho? not exact- 


ly in the ſame Senſe, may be applied to another. 
What inclines me to the firſt Senſe, is, that the 


Evangeliſts never give this Title to Chriſt, nor 


are his Precepts, as | have already obſerv'd, ever 


call'd Laws in the New Teſtament, nor his Goſpel 


a Law, in the Singular Number, either by him- 
ſelf or any of the Evangelilts, and not above 
once or twice in the Epiltles; and then *tis rather 


in Alluſion to the Lam, than by a ſtri& Propriety 
of Speech. And as fond as his Ip is of ma- 


king the Church a Kingdom, and of Chriſt's gi- 


ving Laws to it, the Scriptures know no ſuch Re- 
lation; *tis the Body of Chriſt and Spouſe of Chriſt, 
but not the Kingdom of Chriſt ;, *tis not fo much as 
called his Houſe, but the Houſe of God; and indeed 


rarely called the Church of Chriſt, but the Church 


of Gad in Curiſt. All which ſhews that God is the 


ſupreme King and Law-giver, and Chrilt is neither, 
F but 


L 5 
but as under him. And h a like Gradation thoſe 
Titles may belong to others under Chriſt. 
But his Lp goes on, in thoſe Points be hath left be- 
hind him no viſible human Authority. Which ſeems to 
be a plain Conceſſion, that in other Points he has left 
behind him a viſible human Authority; from whence 
[ infer, firſt, that it is allow'd by him, that there 
is in the Church a viſible Authority; therefore the 
Church his L ——p is here ſpeaking of is a viſible 
Church, ſince a viſible Authority in an inviſible 
Church is a manifeſt Contradiction. But farther, 
in theſe Words the Authority his . — p has left 
to the Church in ſome Points, 1s the ſame Authority 
that he has denied in theſe; therefore he has left 
to the Church in ſome Points a viſible, abſolute 
Authority, ſince *tis an abſolute Authority only in 
theſe Points he has denied. But here again give 
bis Lp his Choice; for if Chriſt has left to his 
Church only a limited Authority in other Things, 
Hut has not left in theſe the Authority he has left 
in them; it will follow, that in theſe Points he 
has left no Authority at all; therefore not abſo- 
lute Authority only, but all Authority is by his 
1p denied in them. And this, I confeſs, I 
take to be his L-——pÞ's true Meaning, becauſe in 
Page 16. the Word abſolnte, and all his other re- 
ſtraining Epithets are dropped; and he declares, 
that all Chriſt's Sukjxcrs, in what Station ſoever 
they may be, are equally Sunxjxors to Hu; and 
that no one of them, any more than another, hath 
AUTHORITY either to make NEW] Laws for 
 Canrsr's Subjects, or ro impoſe 4 Senſe upon the 
Op p ones, which is the ſame thing; or ta judge, 
cenſure, or puniſh, the Servants of ANOTHER Mas- 
TER, in Matters relating purely to CONSCIENCE or 
SALvaTION. Here all Authority is plainly denied 
to the Church and not only ſuch as is abſolute. 
3 — This 
| So 
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This Denial is indeed limited here to Matters re- 
lating purely to Conſcience. But that is a Limita- 
tion in Appearance only; for the moſt indifferent 
Things become Matters of Conſcience, when any 
one ſhall fancy they are not indifferent. And what 
confirms me in thinking this to be his I. — p's 
Senſe, is, that there is not one expreſs Reſerva- 
tion of any Authority, in any Degree whatſoever, 
through the whole Sermon; and that agreeably to 

this, his L ———p has ſomewhere undertaken to 
prove that there is no Medium between abſolute 
Authority and no Authority; and therefore in op- 
poliag what is abſolute, he may very juſtly be pre- 
ſumed to deny all, and to leave to Church Gover- 
nors no Right to any Obedience from thoſe under 
their Care, becauſe they have no Right to what is 
_ implicite, blind, abſolute, and unlimited. But if this 
Argument be conclufive againſt Church Gover- 
mrs, 'tis as much ſo againſt our Civil Governors; 
for they have not an abſolute Authority, (at leaſt 
not in a limited Monarchy) and therefore by his 
L—p's Argument have none at all. From whence 
I cannot but conclude, that this Notion was ſome 


time ſince as new to his L———p himſelf, as it is 
ſtill to his Readers; I mean when he was writing 
his Meaſures of Submiſſion, in which he contends 
with ſo much Warmth, that the moſt abſolute Au- 


thority is not ſtrictly abſolute, but neceſſarily has 


its Limitations. 1 . 
His L—p proceeds thus: Becauſe Chriſt is ſole 
King, and Lam. giver and Fudge,— therefore he has left 
no VicecERtxTs, who can be ſaid properly to ſupply bio 
Place; no InterrreTERs, upon whom his Subjects are 
abſolutely to depend; no Judges over the Conſciences 
and Religion of his People: The Reaſon is, becauſe 
the Kingdom of Chriſt would then be no longer his 
Kingdom. It may be true, that Chriſt has le =o 
| es uc 
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infer from his being ſo, that there was therefore 


the natural Concluſion; there is a King, therefore 
there are Interpreters and Judges under him. But 
his I. p ſuppoſes ſuch a perpetual Contradiction 


1 
ſuch Perſons, but, I think, not by Vertue of his 


L—— p's Argument: It would be a ſtrange Con- 
cluſion, if we were ſpeaking of any other Xing, to 


no Interpreter, no Fudge. The contrary would be 


between this and other Kingdoms, that what is 
Senſe, ſpeaking of them, mult for that Reaſon be 


Nonſenſe, if applied to this. 


But farther, if his L—p's Argument be good 


for any thing, it will affect the Apoſtles themſelves, 

and they muſt not be allow'd to be Interpreters or 
Judges, any more than their Succeſſors, for Chriſt 
Is ſole Law-giver, and ſole Fudge; therefore no 


one elſe, therefore not the Apoſtles. Afterwards 
indeed his Lp mends his Argument, ſo as to 


have a Salvo for the Apoſtles, thus: Chriſt, ſays 
he, never interpoſeth ſince his firſt Promulgation of 
bis L a w, either to convey InraLLinLITY to ſuch as 


pretend to handle it over again, or to aſſert the true 
INTERPRETATION of it. I would gladly know, to 


what Point of Time his L-——p fixes this firſt 
Promulgation of Chriſt's Law, how many Years it 


takes in after his Aſcenſion, and by whom, exclu- 


ſively to all others, it was made; and whether it 


continued incomplete till all the Books and Epi- 


files that compoſe the New Teſtament were write 


and put together, juſt ſo long, and no longer; and 
whether the Goſpel was preached, and Churches 


planted by others beſides the Apoſtles, and with the 
like Authority. It will be ſaid perhaps, that the 
Apoſtles, and thoſe commiſſioned by them, were 


extraordinarily aſſiſted by the Spirit of God. I 
grantit; but was not the ſame Spirit which was 
given to them, given to the Church, to lead it 

5 into 


7 


7 - 
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into all Truth, and to continue with it to the End 
of the World, and till Chriſt's coming again? To 


lead, I ſay, not to compel and force, the Teachers 


of the Word into all Truth, but gently to guide 


them; which Guidance 'tis certain the Miniſters 


of the Goſpel may, and often do reſiſt; but if they 
are not wanting to the Spirit, the Spirit will not 


de wanting to them. And the Governors of the 
Church, if they act in the Fear of God; and un- 


der the Guidance of his Spirit, and take due Care 
not to deceive, or be deceived, may be as ſure not 
to err in their Deciſions, as if they were infallible. 
But neceſſarily infallible it muſt be acknowledg'd 
they are not) therefore they cannot be am- ma- 
| hers, Judges or Interpreters, abſolutely and proper- 
Iy, though ſach an Authority ſhould be allow'd to 
the Apiftles. e ee 
But I find I have miſtaken his — p before 1 
was aware; there is no occaſion for a Saf to pres 
Frve to the Apoſtles the Authority which is be 
denied to their Succeſſors. For if Chriſt intet p. 
eth, then "tis hir Authority, ndt theirs. And 'tis 


* 


very true indeed, that all derivrd Authority is ori- 


ginally bis, from whom it is derived. Hard is the 


Fortune of thoſe whom Cbrift hath appointed to be 


his Miniſters; qualified, or not qualified, they 


muſt pretend to no Authority; if not qualified, 


we are all ready to ſay they have none; if qualified, 


his Ip declares, *tis Chriſt's Authority, not 


poſſible for Almighty Power, in the Abſence of the 


King to appoint Vicegerents, Judges, or Interpre- 


ters, ſuch as are truly and properly ſuch. But does 
his p conſider, that by this way of arguing 
it will follow, that Chr;f himſelf had no Authori- 


ty, for his alſo was derived ; and when we obey his 


Commands, we obey them in his Le—p' Lan- 
— | | ...”-_ gnape, 
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 gerents, Interpreters, and Judges; the very thing he 


39 J 
guage, not becauſe they are his, but God's. *Tis; 
I know not by what Fate, the Misfortune of his 
L-—p's Arguments in this Controverſy, that they 
generally prove too much. be "Wh 


But to return to the grand Argument, how 


ſtlrange is it to ſee a Perſon of his L—=p's great 


Judgment, lay the moſt ſolid Foundation for Vice- 
gerents, Interpreters, and Judges, in order to prove 
that there neither are, nor can be any! Here is 2 
Kingdom and Laws, which neceſlarily ſuppoſe G0. 
vernment; the King abſent, and never interpoſing 
himſelf; Let but his L-—p's Readers be tho- 
roughly perſwaded of this, and they will not a 
his leave to conclude, that there certainly are Vice- , 


would have them not believe: For a Kingdom, 


and no Government; a King abſent, and no De- 


puty; Laws, and none to interpret; Subjects, 
and no Judges of their Behaviour; Theſe are P- 
radoxes, that will not eaſily paſs upon vulgar Un- 


derſtandings, whoſe Inſtruction it is, his L—p 


chiefly aims at; for which Reaſon 1 can't hut 


think, his L——p's Image of a Kingdom, the 


moſt unhappy he could have choſen: From which 
he might have prov'd full as well, not that there 


are no Kings in Chriſt's Kingdom, but that in 
truth all are ſo; for the ſame St. John has expreſly 


told us, that Chriſt hath made ns all Kings, 4s 


well a Priefts, unto Gad, and his Father, Apoc. i. d. 
Nor did his L-—þp want a Text to prove ali 
Chriſtians Judges ; For, know ye not, ſays St. Paul, 


that the Saints ſhall judge the World? 1 Cor. vi. 2. 
And from the ſame Apoſtle he might have ſhewn, 
that theſe Sainrs, who ate to judge the World, 


are exempt from all Laws themſelves: For*tis'ſaid 


1 Tim. 1. 9. Mag viu@- © ra, that the Law is not 


made for the Righteous. His L—p's Image of a King- 


[46 ] 


dom might have led him to theſe and many more 


ſuch pretty Thoughts, as well as to thoſe he has 


with ſo much Zeal and Concern deduced from it. 


After having demoliſh'd all Vicegerents, Fudges, 


and Interpreters, his L jp goes on thus: It is the 


fame thing as to Rewards and Puniſuments in Matters 


of Religion; becauſe if any Men upon Earth have 4 


RIGHT to add te the SANCTIONS of his Laws, that is, 
to encreaſe the Number, or Alter the Nature of 


the REwarps and PUNISHMENTS of his Subjects in 
Matters of Conſcience or Salvation, they are fo far 
RINGS in his ſtead, reign in Thum Own Kingdom, 


not in His. In which Words, I muſt confeſs, Ido 


not well know either what the Charge is, or where- 


in the Crime of it conſiſts. What it is to add San- 


_ &ions to thoſe already enacted, whether of the 
ſame, or of another nature, I'can underſtand; but 


not what it is to alter the Nature of the Rewards 


and Puniſhments of Chriſt's Subjects. Theſe Re- 
wards and Puniſhments are thoſe of another World; 
how the Nature of them can be altered while they 


remain, or who can take them away and ſubſtitute 
others in their room, or pretend to it, I am per- 
ſuaded his L—p knows as little as I do; but to 


enforce the Laws of Chriſt by temporal Sanctions 


is very intelligible, and to my Underſtanding very 


lawful. The Laws of every State, when they are 


not concerning Things indifferent, if they are 
righteous Laws, add nem Sanctions to the Laws of 
God: Every Law made to promote Virtue and 


_ diſcourage Vice, does this; which is ſo far from 


being a Fault in Governors, that St. Paul tells us, 
*tis the great End of their Inſtitution, they are the 
Miniſters of God for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, 


and for the Praiſe of them that do well. Now, how 


that comes to be a Crime in the Governors of the 
Church, which is ſo Commendable in thoſe of the 
. VV State, 
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State, 1 would be glad to know. His Ly 
lays the Blame of it upon this, that they who do 
ſo, are ſo far Kos in his ſtead, and reigu in Tux 
Own: Kingdom, and not in His. Does his L——p 
by theſe Words mean to inſinuate, that they 1 
this »ſurp upon Chriſt, invade his Prerogative, and, 
tale his * out of his Hands, which are his 
L.—-p's Words at the end of this Paragraph? 
The Words do not expreſly ſay this; for he that 
uſurps the Kingdom of Chriſt, reigns in his King- 
dom, not his own; whereas his L—p ſays, they 
reign in TE Own: Kingdom, not in HIS: But 
the foregoing. Words are, they are ſo far Kies in 


his ſtead; which implies a dethroning him, and ru- 


ling in his place. Either this is his . p's Mean- 
ing, or it is not: If not, what is the Crime ? If it 
be, how does he make it out? Strip the Senſe of 


the new Language in which *tis dreſs'd, and *tis 


no more than this. That if the Ainiſters of Chriſt, 


and the Governors of the Church, (whoever they 


be) endeavour to reinforce his Laws by additional 
Cenſures and Sanctions, they do thereby take the 
Government of his Church out of his Hands, and 
place it in their own, Now how purſuing the 
Ends of Chriſt's Government, and endeavouring to 
give a greater Efficacy to his Laws in Subord ina- 


| tion to bim, and in Diſcharge of the Truſt com- 


mitted to them, is taking the Government out of 
his Hands, or what other Crime there can be in it, 
is, I confeſs, to me perfectly unintelligible. But 1 


| hall have n th ſay more of this preſently. 


Thus far I have been following his l. p, 
while he has been wandring from his Text, to 
which he has at laſt found his way, and under his 
ſecond Head, taking no Notice of the moſt obvi- 
ous, and moſt immediate and only certain Conſe- 
quence from this Kingdoms _ being ofthis Warld, 
_ Vito 
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viz. Non-Reſiſtance to the Powers of this World, 


a Doctrine his I. p hates the very Sound of, he 
obſerves, that if the Church be the Kingdom of Chriſt, 


and this Kingdom be not of Tins WortD, this muſt 


appear from the Nature and End of the Laws of 
Christ 3 and of thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments which Y 
are the Sanctions of his Laws. This Explication | * 


makes our Saviour's Anſwer to Pilate 'extremely 
pertinent; but let us ſee what theſe Laws are. 
They are, his L-——þ tells us, almoſt all Arrxars 
to the WII IL of God; to his Nature, known by the 


common Reaſon of Mankind ;, and to the Imitation of 
that NaTtuRE, which Mos r be our PERFECTION. 
No Place in his L ———p's Sermon requir'd more 
Exactneſs in treating it than this, and yet there is 
no one in which he has ſhewn leſs, which is a De- 
monſtration of the great haſte he was in. The 
Laws of Chriſt are here not only ſaid to be Appeals, 
which is pretty ſtrange Language; but appeals to 
the Imitation of the Nature of God, which in any 
other Writer I ſhould make no Scruple to ſay is 


Nonſenſe. And think his Ip is miſtaken, 
when he ſays they are Appeals ro the WII IL and 
NATURE of God, known by the common 'Rtaſon' of 
Mankind. For ſince his p does not tell us 


how that Vill is known, it looks as if he meant it 
were, as his Nature is, by the ſame common Reaſon of 


Mankind, which is a Miſrepreſentation of our Savi- 


our's Meaning, who in the place from whence theſe 
Deſcriptions of his Laws are fetched, ſays nothing Þ 
of the Nature of God, or of the common Reaſon of || 
Mankind. For *tis evident his . p took the 
whole Deſcription he gives us of theſe. Lam from i 
the Sermon in the Mount, without looking farther. |? 
In which our Saviour ſays, that he only ſball enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, who doth the W111 of | 
his Father ®hich is in Heaven, His Lp ſhould | 


L 43 ] 
have remember'd our Saviour is here ſpeaking to 
Fews, to whom were committed the lively Oracles 
of God, in which was fully contain'd the Vid of 
God: He therefore means the Vill declared to 
them in the Lam and the Prophets, not as it is diſ- 
coverable by human Reaſon, unaſſiſted by the Light 
of Revelation. So likewiſe when our Saviour ex- 


bhorts them to imitate God their Father which is in 


Heaven, he does not ſend them to the Nature, fo 
properly as to the Example of God; nor to the 
eſſential Attributes of the ſupreme Being, as de- 
duced by human Reaſon, but ſingly to the divine 
* Goodneſs declared to them in the ſame ſacred 
* Books, and daily experienc'd in the common Pro- 
vidences which the Good and Bad ſhare alike in: 
This both the Context and the parallel Place in 


St. Luke ſhew to be meant, when our Saviour ex- 


} horts them to be perfect, even as their Father which is 
in Heaven is perfect. This his L-—p moſt inaccu- 
rately calls an Appeal to the Imitation of the Nature 
of God, and this Appeal a Lam; and tells us, this 
Imitation MUST BE our Perfection; is our Perfe- 
fion,. I underſtand z3 but his L——p turns 1 
into muſt be; whether to make it look more like 
a Law, | know not. But what is more material, 

his L——p calls theſe Laws which are no Laws, 
and takes no Notice of thoſe Commands of Chrift 

which are moſt peculiar to the Goſpel, and may 
molt properly be call'd bis Laws. Firſt he calls 
theſe Laws which are no Laws; for what our Sa- 
viour ſays in this Diſcourſe, he ſays not as a Law- 
giver, but as a divine Teacher; he acts not in his 
regal Capacity, but in his propherick Office, which 


his I. p could not but have obſerv'd, if he had 


minded either the Beginning or the Eud of that 
Diſcourſe: The Account of which begins in theſe 
Words; cap. 5. v. 2. He opened his Month and 
—— F 2 Iaucur 
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ving Promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that which is 


STS —© 
Tau sur them, ſaying : And ends thus; Whew IE. 
SUS had ended theſe Sayings, the People were aſtoniſh'd 


at his DocTRINE (not his Laws) for he Taue ur 


them (not gave Laws to them) as une having Aut ho- 
rity, and not as the Scribes; chap. vii. v. 28, 29. 
But, ſecondly, he takes no Notice of thoſe Com- 
mands of Chriſt which are moſt peculiar to the 


Goſpel, and may moſt properly be call'd his Laws : 


I mean his Inſtitutions of the Sacraments of B- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper. The firſt of which he | 
commanded after he was inveſted in the Regal Off- 
tice, and all Power was given to him in Heaven 
and in Earth; and the other, juſt as he was en- 
tring upon it, and which St. Paul receiv'd after- 
wards by immediate Inſpiration from him. But in 


this it muſt be confeſs'd his p acts conſiſtently, 
he had left them out of his Definition of the Church, 
and it was for the ſameReaſon proper to leave them 


out, when he was ſpeaking of the Laws given to it. 


For having no Foundation in the Law of Nature, 
they have no intrinſick Goodneſs in them, and un- 


happily miniſter Matter fer Diſpute, and thereby 


hinder that bleſſed Coalition which his L——p 
would introduce, of all Perſons profeſſing Chriſt to 


be the Meſſich. wy, 
The Santtions of theſe Laws of Chriſt are Rxwanps 
and PUNISHMENTS; But of what ſort ? Not the Rewards 


or Pains of this World at all. Very true; there is no- 
thing of this World in the Rewards or Puniſhments 


that are made the Motives of our Obedience in the 
New Teſtament. How ſhould there ? how ſhould one 


who was no temporal Prince, annex temporal SanQti- 


ons to his Laws? But as the Righteouſneſs comman- 
ded by theGoſpel has a natural tendency to promote 
the Welfare of the World, and the Happineſs of ku- 
man Life, ſo tis ſaid to be profitable unto all things, ha- 


to come. But 


col 


as he pleaſes; but for my own part, I can ſee no 
grounds in the Conduct of our Saviour for ſuch a 


L 451 
But from this negative Argument, becauſe Chriſt 
has not annexed the Sanctions, which, conſiſtently 
with the Character he appear'd under, he could 
not annex to his Laws, his L——p argues, that 
our Saviour was abſolutely againſt them; that he 


was far from thinking they could be INSTRUMENTS 


f ſuch a Perſuaſion as he thought acceptable to God. 


I read nothing in the New Teſtament of acceptable 


Perſuaſions, nor of any Inſtruments of Per ſuaſion; 
but if his Lp means, that our Saviour was far 


from thinking they could be of Service to promote 


the Practice of true Religion among thoſe who 
ſhould believe in him, I ask, how does that appear? 


 _ certainly not from a bare Silence about them: For 


if our Lord was againſt every thing he has ſaid no- 


thing of, it may as well be ſuppos'd he was againſt 
the Continuance of his Church beyond the Lives of 


the Apoſtles, or at leaſt againſt the Continuance of 


a Miniſtry, ſince there is nothing ſaid by him of a 


Succeſſion of Miniſters, nor any Directions given 
for it. Put the caſe that the Fewiſh Governors, in- 


ſtead of 2 our Saviour and putting him 
* 


to Dea 


had acknowledg'd the Truth of his 


-Miſſion, and receiv'd him as their Meſſiah; or if 


he had been carried to Rome, and in Conference 
with the Emperor had convinced him of the Sin 


of - MAalatry, and made him a Convert to his Goſ- 
pel, does his . p imagine, that in either of theſe 


Caſes our Saviour would have been offended at the 


Offer of Protection and Encouragement from the 
Civil Power, in Favour of his Religion, and of all 

ſuch as ſhould embrace the Belief of it, as a 
thing unlawful and inconſiſtent with his own 


regal Dignity, or the Sanction of his Laws, and the 
Nature of his Religion? His L—p may think 


Thought. 


[46 J 


his Second, as being in the ſame Sentiments ; be- 


cauſe he ſays, 2 Cor. v. 11. Knowing the Terrors of the 
Lord, we perſwade Men: This is the ſingle Text 


bis L — p has brought in ſupport of the Point he 


was to prove in this Sermon. But had he not 


writ upon Memory, he would have ſeen it is not 
Terrors, but Terror; and that this Terror of the 


Lord, unleſs it ſhould have been render'd the Fear 
of the Lord, and be put for Religion and the 


Worſhip of God, which is the Opinion of Gro- 


tim, Simon, and others, is the Certainty of a fu- 
ture Judgment mention'd in the preceding Verſe; 


he would alſo have known by looking into the 
foregoing Chapters, that St. Paul is not giving an 


the true Motive by which he was acted in his whole 


Conduct, in Defence of himſelf againſt the falte 
Teachers that ſet up againſt him. Laſtly, had his 
1.— p conſider'd well the Expreſſion of de 

Keibener, and compared it with Cal. i. 10. and 1 Cor. 
iv. 3. he would have ſeen great Reaſon to ſuſpe& 

that the negative Particle has by ſome Accident 
been dropt in this Place, and that the true Read- 


ing is e de j, knowing the Terror of 


the Lord, we do not make our Coure to Men, or 


ſtudy to pleaſe them, but endeavour to approve 


our ſelves to God. But let the Place mean what 


his L—p thinks it does, does St. Paul ſay any 


thing in it but what all other Preachers of the Goſ- 


pel ever did, and conſtantly do fay ? Do they not 


preſs upon Chriſtians the Duties of the Goſpel 
chiefly from the Conſideration of a future judg- 


ment? Is not this the great Article of the Goſpel, 


that God has appointed a Day wherein he will judge 


' the World by Feſws Chriſt ? But that does not hin- 
der the recommending the ſame Duties hy all other 


Thought. But his L—p brings St. Paul for 


account of the Subject of his Preachings, but of 


Mo- 


5 , * e p Eh Ws; Sa , 5 
„ccc c 424 . 92 RT IO ET I AE IIR PAT re FF Pe” RO Nre> ret ads. 96 a i 2 * 9 n 
: * N = s 7 2 8 Te re. 1h P 2 V cb T : $ ge YE Gra ” * ö * J Lats ew. : D : 4 OR. i RI E nt Fs ws 196; " 
PA s - 5 + Ate j S Tt ee 3 18 Ys wo n E RRR . ” r TY ESE. { WS SPE, TLEW = — * 3 * 
- a : i ” 4 „ - - e r 5 W © ä . oa har . OI ve 4 * 7 ns 8 KY -- 3 =P age, < x rs; 
* 4 - 12 * , k ö — 5 OS \ . 5 W — K . 
1 2 * * a £ — - ** 1 4 * R , 1 K : 4 - 
a * 2 


er Ls; 


7 


4 
7 


Our Saviour knew this would be, but it was at a 
gg Diſtance; and therefore he always addreſſes 


to continual Perſecutions for the Faith, and w iti 
out any Protection for their Religion from the Ci- 
vil Powers. But when thoſe Days of Tryal were 
at an end, and the Emperors embraced the Faith, 
all Chriſtians receiy'd. ſo-great'a Bleſſing as they 


571 
Motives that may contribute to induce Men to the 
faithful Practice of them. But his . p is po- 
ſitive, that to apply worldly Motives in encouraging 
the true Religion, and diſcouraging what offends a- 
gainſt it, is to alt contrary to the Intereſts of true 
Religion, and is plainly oppoſite to the Maxims upon 


which Chriſt founded his Kingdom. But how does this 


appear? Our Saviour knew his Religion would for 
a long time be in a perſecuted State, and there- 
fore with great Wiſdom adapts his Inſtructi- 
ons to ſuch a Condition, that his Diſciples 
might be content to bear the Croſs after his 
Example; and therefore in the moſt earneſt man- 


ner he recommends to them a Contempt of the 


World, out of which he had choſen them, and 


a perfect Love and Unity among themſelves. No- 
thing could ſnew more the Wiſdom of our Saviour, 
or be more for the Service of the Goſpel he came. 
to preach, than ſuch Precepts to thoſe who would 


be his Diſciples in the then State of Things; but 


did he think that State would always continue? 


Did not he know the Time would come, when the 


Kingdoms of the Earth would become the Kingdoms of 
the Lord, and that Kings would he nurſing Fathers, 
and Queens nurſing, Mothers of his Church? which 


they could be no other way, but by putting an 
end to its Perſecutions, and giving to it the Pro- 
tection and Encouragement of wiſe and good Laws? 


himſelf to his Diſciples as being in other Circum 
ſtances, as Perſons in a private Capacity, expoſed 


ought, 
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dught, thanked God for that his great Goodneſs 

to them, and gladly accepted the Aſſiſtance of the 

Imperial Authority to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity, and to 

protect the Church by ſuch Laws, as would moſt 

effeQually ſecure it againſt Hereſy and Schiſm. This 
was the Senſe of the Church then, and they muſt 

have been Viſionaries and Enthuſiaſts to have had 

any other Senſe of it. And if his Lp had ſeen 
only the Perſecutions many of them had uuder- 
gone, I am ſtrongly perſuaded he would have been 

—. —— on hich ng ono 
But his L———p ſays, if worldly Motives can be 

the true SUPPORTS of 4 KiNcpoM WHICH Is Nor 
of Tus Wort, then Sincerity and Hypocriſy, 

Religion and no Religion, &c. are become the ſame 


thing? But who ſays, theſe are the TRUE Suhr? 


Which Expreſſion is intended to exclude thoſe that 
are the primary and moſt proper ones. Na body, 
that I have ever heard of: But many have ſaid, 
and truly ſaid, that thoſe Motives may, as additio- 


nal Supports, be made very good Uſe af, to promote 
= Piety and Virtue, the Ends of all trus Religion: 
And that Governors, whether in Church and State, 


by a proper Application of Rewards and Puniſh» 


ments, are a Terror to evil Works, and for the 
W Praiſe of them that do wel. But human Laus 
Ce cannot reach the Heart, which is the Seat of true 

Religion: True, but they can reach the outward 
Act, they can reſtrain the doing Evil, and that is 
a great Step to doing Good ; and when good Diſci- 


— is join d with good Inſtructions, it is of great 
Forcę to inftill into Men true Virtue: For if 
the qutward Actions be habitually good, the Heart 


will become ſo too. If this be not fo, I would ask, 
what makes one Family, one School, one College, 


one Nation,” more virtuous than another; what 


hut better Diſcipline and Government, the makin 1 
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of wiſe and good Rules, and a prudent and faithful 
Execution of them? But theſe worldly Motives 
make Men Hypocrites often inſtead of ſincere Con- 
verts. True again, they have ſometimes this Ef- 
fect; they can't abſolutely and certainly reach the 
Heart; that is, they can't do all that could be 
wiſhed, therefore they can do nothing, therefore 
they ought to be laid afide. Fine Logick this! 
Sure it requires no great Wiſdom to ſee the Im- 
perfection of human Affairs to be ſuch, that no 
Scheme can be ſo wiſely contrived, but that it will 
have its Inconveniences. Phat is the beſt, that 
has the feweſt. With his L. p's leave there- 
fore I can't conſent to give up our Eſtabliſhment, 
becauſe there are ſome few Inconveniences in it; 
till I ſee his L——p's Plan of a Church diſt inctly 
laid down, and drawn out into all its Parts; and it 


be ſhewn, that it is attended with Inconveniences 


g St. Faul to inflict a corporal + — 


fewer in Number, or leſſer in Degree. Till this 
be ſhewn, which I will propheſy never can be 
ſhewn, I muſt look on it as a wild abſurd Scheme, 
which would bring with it a thouſand Evils for one 
it would remove, with reſpe& both to Church and 


State. The Faith of the Church ought to be ſe- 


cured from the Corruption of Hereſies, and its Uni- 
ty from the Miſchiefs of cauſeleſs Separations, by 
the Cenſures it has a Right to inflit; and the In- 
tereſt the State has in preventing the Miſchiefs that 


|| unavoidably attend the Diſtractions of the Peo- 


ple in matters of Religion, to paſs by other Rea- 
ſons, gives it a Right to enforce the Cenſures of the 
Church by good and wholſome Laws. And how 
"tis any more inconſiſtent with the ſpiritual San- 
Qions of Chriſt's Laws, that Church Cenſures 
ſhould be attended with civil Penalties upon Of- 
fenders, than it is with the ſame Sanctions, 55 
© 


his 


. 


his Avoſtolical Power on the like Offenders, I muſt 
own | can't ſee; only that Governors may be mi- 


Miniſter of God. _ 
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ſtaken in their Application of them. This there- 


fore is no Objection in ſuch Caſes where they can't 
well be miſtaken; and a few Miſtakes are not to be 


ut in the Balance againſt the great Advantages a- 
riſing to Religion and Virtue, by the Civil Powers 
intereſting themſelves in the Encouragement of 


them. This, in my humble Opinion, is ſo far 
from being a Miſapplication of Power, that it is 

the beſt Uſe of it. Schiſms and Hereſies are the 

Things diſcourag'd by Laws made in Favour of the | 
Church. Schiſm is a cauſeleſs Separation; a cauſe- 

| leſs Separation is to feparate when it was their Du- 
ty not to do ſo; 'tis therefore an Offence againſt 
the Government of the Church, and an Offence of 


extreme ill Conſequence : What Reaſon therefore 


can be given why it ſhould not be diſcouraged by 
all proper Ways? So for Hereſy; tis the ſetting 
up of new Doarines againſt the Faith, and when 


they are what they are call'd, they generally ſpeak- 


ing proceed from an evil Mind and corrupt Heart, 
and open a way to all manner of Licentiouſneſs : 


St. Paul therefore thunders out. againſt ſuch the 
ſevereſt Cenſures, F any Man love not the Lord 


 FT&svus, let him be ANATHEMA, MaRanaTHA: And 
the Church in the like Caſe has a Right, it is her 


Duty to follow his Example, and the Magiſtrate 
may lawfully and commendably enforce their Cen- 
ſures with the Power he is inveſted with, as the 


But tis endleſs to follow his p through 


all the various Ways he takes of repeating the [ 
ſame Things; in which he ſets up a Phantom of 


his own, and then in great Triumph inſults 


it, as if it were the current Opinion, when ia 


truth 'tis ſuch as no body maintains, And, there- 


fore 
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fore paſſing over many leſſer Matters, which are as 
liable to Cenſure as any others I have taken No- 
tice of, I will giye the Reader his L——p's Con- 


cluſions from this important Doctrine. The firſt 
is, That the greateſt Miſtakes in Judgment about the 
Nature of Christ's Kingdom, or Church, have ariſen 
from hence, that Men have argued from other VIs i- 
BLE Kingdoms, to what ought to be Visi in his. 
- Whereas he hath POSITIVELY WARNRD 
them againſt any ſuch Arguings, by aſſuring them that 
this Kingdom is his Kingdom, and that it is not of 
this World. Poſitively warned them'! by aſſuring 
them, that this Kingdom is his Kingdom! I have 
already ſhewn that this Aſſertion is altogether 
> falſe: Chriſt has no where ſaid, my Kingdom is my 
= Kingdom; that is a Propoſition worthy of his L- p, 
who deals much in Indenticals; no ſuch Curioſities 
are to be found in Scripture; and as little can we 
find where our Saviour has faid, the Church is a 
Kingdom. But his L——p will have it, that 
cChriſt hath aſſured us that it is; and by ſuch Aſſu- 
trance, joined to that other, that his Kingdom is not 
= of this World, hath warned, PosrriveLy WARNED 


= wu againſt all Arguings from other Kingdoms to his. A 
Man can't better ſhow himſelf deſtitute of good 
Arguments, than by laying ſo great a Weight upon 
ſo few Words. I have ſhewn at large, that nothing 
can be a more groundleſs Aſſertion, and therefore 
the Inference built on it muſt fall on courſe. 
The ſecond Inference is, that the Kingdom of 
Chpriſt is the Number of Perſons who are fincerely and 
= willingly Subjects to him. This is the ſame in Sub- 
ſtance with the Definition he has given of the 
Church before, and therefore is already fully an- 
ſwered; only 'tis embelliſh'd by aſſuring us in ma- 
ny Words, that the throwing off all Regard to all 
other Authority, is the beſt Ho of our Subjection 
125 | | | 2 to 
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to the Authority of Chriſt; as if ſubordinate Autho⸗ 


had no need of Inſtructers, or would learn the bet- 
ter from them, the leſs Regard they have to them. 

His L——p's third Obſervation is, that it de- 
ftroys the AUTHORITY OF CuRIST 45 King, te 
ſet up any other Authority, to which his Subjects are 
indiſpenſably and abſolutely obliged to ſubmit their 
Conſciences, or their Condult, in what is properly cal- 
led Religion. This is what we have had in every 
Page already; ſuch an Authority no body, no Pro- 
teſtant at leaſt maintains; and any other is not in- 
conſiſtent with the Authority of Chriſt: But his 
L ——p has no where told us what i, properly 
called Religion, except in his Introduction; where 
tis upon the Authority of St. James declared to be 
Purity and Charity , which I ſuſpect his L—p 


for no body can think it is with reſpe& to thoſe 


nied abſolute Authority to the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
Js is ſo much clearer than thoſe his L——p 
has uſed, that I can imagine but one Reaſon why 
he did not uſe it, viz. that he might contradict in 
Senſe only, and not in Terms, the 20" Article; 
vv herein it is declar'd, that the Church has Autho- 
rity in Controverſies of Faith. This therefore ! 
 1mpute to his L——p's Prudence, not his Haſte. 


_ preſſes himſelf extremely offended with two ſorts 
Authority as obliges to Unity of Profeſſion. To 


even what they do not, what they cannot believe to be 
true. If there be any ſuch Men, their Fault ! 
think lies not in contending for Unity of 5 


3 


rities were inconſiſtent, and the Bulk of Mankind 


had forgot when theſe Words fell from his Pen; 
two Virtues particularly, that his L-—p has de- 


but with reſpect to Matters of Faith; which Ex- 


But to proceed: In this Paragraph his I — p ex- 
of Men; firſt, thoſe who contend for ſuch an 


make this lcok odious, he adds, that is to profeſs 


y—_—y CT 
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ſion, but in not taking care that the Things to be 


profeſſed be ſuch as ought to he profeſſed. The o- 
ther ſort his L——p is diſpleaſed with, are thoſe 
who would retain ſuch an Authority as ſhall ob- 


lige Men to forbear the. Profeſſion and Publication 


of what they do believe, let them believe it of never 
ſo great Importance. This alſo is an Authority no 
body I know contends for in the crude manner in 

which ' tis here expreſſed. But wiſe and good Men 
have always been of Opinion, and always will be, 
that an Obedience of Silence is due to Authority, 


either in Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Matters ordinarily, 
and under proper Limitations. For if a plenary 
| Indulgence were allowed to all People to libel the 
Government in Church or State at Pleaſure, un- 
der the Notion of publiſhing what they believe to 


be of great Importance, there would ſoon be no 
Government at all. No body is bound to contra- 


dict every thing that is an Error, much leſs what 
he upon light Grounds ſhall think fo: If a Man 


can't aſſent to what he is perſuaded is wrong, yet 
ſure his Conſcience will permit him to hold his 


Tongue. To expoſe and defame a Conſtitution, 
| becauſe it is not ſo perfect as it might be, which 


ſuch a Liberty unavoidably leads to, can't be de- | 


ſir'd by any wiſe Man: For the only Reaſon 
that can be aſſigned for ſuch a Liberty, is, that 
the Government may be in every ſuch Point 
mended ; but no wiſe Man ever thought it rea- 
ſonable to be always tinkering and altering a Go- 


vernment, till every thing was made as perfect 


as poſſible ; much leſs as often as every capricious 
Humour ſhall think it wants mending. But ifa 
Silence muſt be ſtrictly obſerved, it may be ſaid, no 
Defects or Faults, how great ſoever they be, will 
ever be mended, ſo long as no body ſhall dare to 
ſay there are any. Why ſo? Can't Perſons who 


have 


[54] 
have Scruples upon any Point apply to their Szpe- 
riors in a modeſt and reſpectful way, and deſire to 
be heard? Have we not Parliaments and Conve- 
cations, where Repreſentations may be made of 
Grievances, whether in civil or religious Matters? 
No body by an Obligation to Silence is precluded 
the nſe of theſe Methods. _ Nr I 
But what makes his L-—p's Cenſure ftHl more 
unreaſonable, is, that there has been for ſome years 
a great Tendernefs and Indulgence ſhewn by our 
Spiritual as well as Civil Governors, with reſpect 
to the publick Oppoſitions that have been made in 
Print, not only to ſuch things as are particular toa 
ſingle Church, and to our own Conſtitution, but 
even againſt the Primitive and Catholic Doctrines, ac- 
Kknowledg'd as ſuch in all Churches; even this has 
been allow'd or conniv'd at when done with De- 
tency and Modeſty, with a deſign to inform or be 
infor m'd themſelves, not to ſow Diviſions or inflame 
the Populace. Which is a Liberty that is, I believe, 
in no Chriſtian Country ſuffer'd in the degree it is 
in ours; and it muſt be acknowledg'd, that very 
great Objections lie againſt it, from the Oppor- 
tunity it gives to Faction and Enthuſiaſm, to He- 
reticks and Schiſmaticks, to Libertines, Deiſts, 
and Atheiſts, to ſeduce the nlearned and unſtable, 
under the Pretence of new Lights, who are eaſily 
toſsd to and fro, and carried about with every Mind 
f Doctrine, by the ſlight of Men, and cunning crafti- 
neſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ;, to the 
great prejudice of true Religion and Virtue, and 
to the apparent diſturbance of the Civil Govern- 
ment, perhaps the total ſubverſion of both. Such 
a Liberty. therefore does almoſt unavoidably do a 
great deal of hurt, tho' not deſign'd ; but what 
good Effects it can have in proportion to its evil 
ones, is not ſo eaſie to ſee; becauſe the — 
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Faith cannot be made or unmade now, nothing 


[ 55 ] 


being the true Faith, that was not ſo from the be- 
ginning. And as long as the Church teaches no- 
thing but what was expreſly taught in the Pureſt 


Times, or is perfectly agreeable thereto, tis in vain 
for any one to attempt to prove it in an error. 


His L—p will not want to be told, that 


1 fay this with a view to the preſent Diſputes 
concerning the Divinity of our Saviour, which 1 
_ preſume, gave occaſion to his L——p to exprels 
himſelf with ſo much wrath againſt an obedience _ 
of Silence, as well as of Afent, both which he 

_ wiſely and piouſly declares to be inſupportable to 
an honeſt and chriſtian Mind. I will therefore beg 


leave for his L-—p's information, who ſeems by 


his Anſwer to the LA Biſhop of Oxford's Charge 
to be under a great miſtake in this Matter, to ob- 
| ſerve to him, that the Nicene Faith was not the 


effect of Party-intereſt or Court- influence; as he 


very unjuſtly, tho? I dare ſay, very innocently in- 


ſinuates, when he ſays, that the deciding of Con- 


troverſies in Matters of Religion by Councils, is a 


Method that did not * effectually to ſhew it ſelf 


till the Emperor was become a profeſs'd Chriſtian, 


and it was worth while for the Ambitious te diſ- 
turb, cruſh and oppreſs ove another. I would ask 


his I. p, to ſay nothing at preſent of other He- 
reticks, whether Paul of Samoſata was not con- 
demn'd by a Council, and effectually condemn'd, 
long before the Council of Nice; and let him tell 
us who then was Emperor: But it was not for his 
 L——p's turn to remember this, his Head was full 


of the Arian and Antiarian Sy nods, which drety 


from him the Invective that follows the Words 
laſt cited, againſt Councils in general, damning and 


in their Turns condemn'd by each other, as the 
Emperors favoured or were againſt them. This 
11 1 hs Account 


. 
Account his I p gives of Councils, without 
Exxeption to the four firſt general ones, or even 
to the firſt of them, that of Nice. Should his 
L———p be called on to defend his Cenſure, he 
will ſnelter himſelf, no doubt, under his great 
Oracle Mr. Chillingworth, though the ſame Oracle 
might have taught him to ſpeak of them with a 
little more Decency as well as Truth; for Mr. Chil- 
lingworth confeſſes the Judgment of a* Council, tho 
not infallible, is yet ſo far directive and obliging, 
that without apparent Reaſon to the contrary, it may 
be Sin to reject it, at leaſt not to afford it an out ward 
Submiſſion for publick Peace ſake. 
But whatever may be objected to other Councils, I 
will ſhew his L-—p that he is extremely miſtaxen, 
when he imputes the Reſolutions of that of Nice, ei- 
ther tothe Emperor's Influence,or to the Prevalence 
of a Faction; for he wants not, I preſume, to be told 
that the Tyranny of the Papacy was not then in 
being. Conſtantine s Deſign in calling that Council, 
was purely to reſtore Peace to the Church, and to 
put a ſpeedy end to thoſe Feuds and Animoſities that 
the novel Doctrines of Arius had occaſioned, which 
gave great Advantage to the Enemies of Chriſtia- 
nity, and threaten'd nothing leſs than the total Ruin 
of it. For tho? they began at Alexandria, they ſoon pl 
ſpread farther, and all had been in a Flame, if they ly 
had not been timely put a ſtop to. It was this, pl 
and this only, determined Conſtantine to call a gi 
general Council, when he found all other Methods e. 
ineffeAual ; and when aſſembled, he left it to 4 
te 
in 
ne 
th 
in 
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them to determine upon the Points in Queſtion, 
as they ſhould find to be moſt agreeable to Seri - 
ture, and the true Catholick Faith; and 'tis certain 3 
they did, according to the Liberty given them, 


condemn the Doctrines of Arius, with a very [ 
great Unanimity, as dangerous and heretical ins- 
Re pope 7 WR MRI e novations; 4 


| "FF SR 
novations, few diſſenting, and among thoſe few 
were thoſe who had the greateſt Intereſt at the 
Court; which is a Demonſtration that their Reſo- 
lutions were not the Effect of Court-Influence, 
and without that Influence there could be no room 
for the Prevalency of a Faction, nor is there any 
2 pretence for ſuch a Charge. Tis hard therefore, 
if ſuch a Council ſhall not be allow'd to know 


what the Faith was that had been deliver'd down 


to them; and as hard to think the antient Faith 
was not agreeable to the Scriptures ; tis next to 
giving up Chriſtianity as a Cheat and Impoſture, 
to think God would ſuffer his Church to err ſo 


don, in ſo fundamental a Point as they did, if the 


= Nicene Council err'd in their Deciſions ; ſince *tis 
evident from all the Monuments left us of the Pri- 
Zmitive_Church, that their Deciſions may be tracd 
up to the very earlieſt of thoſe that are certainly 
Genuine; or at leaſt that there is nothing to be 
found inconſiſtent with them. 5 


n Theſe Conſiderations make it very juſtly to be 
[FE doubted , whether the Fundamental and Univer- 


ſally receiv'd Articles of the Chriſtian» Faith 
2 ſhould be ſuffer d to be the Subjects of Pam- 
Z phlets, which come into all Hands, and not on- 
ly fill the Minds of ignorant well-meaning Peo- 
ple with endleſs Scruples and Perplexities, but 
give the Enemies of Religion a Handle to call 


every thing into doubt, as if nothing either were, 


or could be certain in the Goſpel Revelation. The 
3 Wiſdom, I ſay, of ſuffering this, may be juſt Mat- 
Wter of doubt, whatever Allowance may be given 
in Matters of an inferior Nature, and which are 
not of great conſequence, which - ever way 
| they be decided, or however People may differ 
* their Opinions of them; tho' even in ſuch, 


where there is an eſtabliſh'd Church, 'tis ridicu- 
H lous 
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lous for any one to deſire a liberty to inſult it with 

Impunity. 1 | 
But his I p has one terrible Objection 


ſtill behind, againſt requiring from any Perſons 
a Submiſſion of Silence, which I ſhould have leaſt 


expected from his L——p of all Men living; 
and that is, that without ſuch a Liberty the Re- 
formation could never have been made, nor can be 
defended. When his LI p talks at this rate, 


tis plain he thinks of any Reformation rather than! 
our own, which was made in a regular Way, and 
by our Governors; nor did our firſt Reformers in }Þ 


the main require any leſs Obedience either of A, 
ſent or Silence, than is requir'd now; ſo that we 
have not departed from the Principles of our Re- 


Into his L p's Notions. But I will not de- 


fend our Reformation from any thing particular to] 
it, I will ſuppoſe we reformed in England, as ir- 
regularly as they did in other Countries: What 


then? Does it follow that a Submiſſion of Silence 


is not due to Authority in a Church well reform'd, 
becauſe it could not have been reform'd if ſucha 
Submiſſion had been inviolably paid to the corrupt 

Church, from which they did reform? May the Þ 


Obedience of the Members of the Church be de- 


nied to their lawful Superiors at any time, be- 
cauſe it may be neceſſary it ſhould be at ſome Bi 
time? Sure his L-—p, who has fo well defend- Þ 
ed the Revolution, can help us out in this Diffi- Þ 
culty: *Tts but diſtingniſhing between ordinariy) 
and extraordinarily, and the Buſineſs is done. Obe- | 


dience is ordiparily due to our Civil Governors, and 


| therefore the People are always to be taught Obe- 
dience; but if the Government ſhould degenerate Þ 
into Tyranny, (an odious Caſe, which theretore nel- 


ther 


_ 


-formers with reſpect to Authority in Religiovs | 2 
Matters, but ſhould do fo greatly, if we were to go 
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3 ther the Laws of any Country, nor the Goſpel ſup- 
Z poſes) natural Reaſon directs a Nation to a Remedy, 


which when the Grievances are univerſal, they 


will have recourſe to without any Directions from 
their Teachers for it. So in Matters of Religion, 
Obedience, as being neceſſary for the Peace of the 
Church, is ordinarily due to the Injunctions of our 
= Superiors, which are preſumed to be lawful and 
= juſt, till the contrary appears. But if they ſhould 
2 abuſe their Authority, and deſtroy the End of their 
2 Inſtitution, and tyrannize over the Conſciences and 


Rights of the People, as the Papacy or Court of 


* Rome did before the Reformation, the People will 
then withdraw their Obedience, and aſſert their 
Spiritual Liberties, as in the other Caſe their Civil 
ones. This our Nation did at the Reformation; 
and, when the like Cauſe is given, will no doubt do 


o again. But certainly 'tis very unreaſonable to 


turn the Exception into the Rule, and to preach 


up Diſobedience either to Spiritual or Civil Gover- 
nors in general Terms, which even upon his L—p's 
Principles, can never be lawful, but when 'tis ne- 
ceſſary. But 'ris in vain to tell his L- p, that 


the Obedience I contend for, is neceſſary for the 


Peace of the Church: This Peace, in his L—p's 


Senſe, is Stupidity and Lethargy; be it ſo, I think 
either of them preferable to the Convulſions and 


Ravings of People diſtracted with the Madneſs of 
Enthuſiaſm, which would be the unavoidable Ef- 
fect of his Lordſhip's Scheme, if any Credit may 


be given to what has always been the Opinion of 


the wiſeſt Men, or to the Experience of all Times. 
People ſtupid and lethargick hurt none but them- 
ſelves, but Men in a raging Fever no body is ſafe 
from; and therefore I deſire to be out of their way, 
or that they may be out of mine. 4 
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dubject he had undertaken was of the niceſt Na- 
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And thus I have at laſt gone thro' his L — p's 
Sermon, which is in all reſpects ſo unworthy of his 


Pen, and ſo much below his great Character, that 


there is a Neceſſity of ſuppoſing it was made in the 
greateſt Haſte and Hurry of Thought; for which! 
Reaſon I can't think it either kind in the Convoca. | 
tion, or that it was worth their while to take ſo much 
Notice of it as they did. Not kind; for who |? 


could help ſeeing it was a haſty Compoſition? And 


if it was, would it not have become the Candor off, 

ſuch a Body to make a proportionable Allowance | * 
for the many Faults of it? But if they would not 

be ſo lind, yet how could they think it worth their 


while to cenſure it? Which if they had not done, 


ſuch a Production would have died as ſoon as born, 
and had long ſince been buried in deep Oblivion; 
haſty Births being never long lived. J 

If any could doubt before, whether his L——p's | 
Sermon had a Right to the Excuſe I have in theſe Pa- 


pers made for it, I hope theſe Remarks have put it 


beyond all queſtion, and that this is the true Reaſon | 

why his L-p's Deſign is no better executed. If I had 
not enter'd into ſo particular a Proof of it, it might. 
juſtly be preſumed from hence, that this Sermon | 


was made at a time, when one may well ſuppoſe 


his L-—=p intended a Diſcourſe of another Na- 
ture, and more ſuitable to the Seaſon, the ſolema IK 
Time of Lent, in the middle of which he was to | 
preach. It cannot therefore fairly be ſappoſed [| 


to have been made in purſuance of his L—<p's 


Care upon this. For his . p is too good a 
Judge of Men and Things, not to know that the 


ture, 


AF. » <3, 4 4 I We 
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* 


firſt Intention; but that it was occaſion d by ſome | 
Incident thrown an a ſudden in his way after- || 
_ wards, which would neither let him purſue his 
firſt Subject, nor allow him time to write with | 
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ture, and required the moſt skilful Hand, and that 
it would be very difficult, eſpecially for one in his 
1. P's Situation, who could not but know he 


had already given great Offence by ſome Parts of his 
Preſervative, to avoid Cenſure; and that the Cenſure 


which on this Occaſion ſhould fall on him, would at 


the ſame time affect thoſe for whoſe Service he has 


profeſſed the greateſt Zeal; the Event has but too 
well ſhewn, how much Diſaffection this one Sermon 
has occaſioned, and it was eaſy for a Perſon of leſs 
Penetration than his L p to foreſee it would, 


Theſe Conſiderations, if I may borrow a Word his 
J. p has in a manner appropriated to his own 
Uſe, are to me Demonſtrations, that ſome ſudden, 


urgent, unforeſeen Cauſe, forced his L— -p upon 


this Subject, and that nothing but want of Time 
hinder'd a Perſon of his uncommon Abilities from 


treating it in a manner leſs offenſive: For if he had 


not been extremely ſtreighten d in time, had he had 
but enough to read his Sermon over after it was 
made, can one think he would not here and there 


have inſerted ſome ſaving Words ? Would he not 
once have ſaid, I would not be miſtaken; or I would 
not be underſtood to be againſt all Authority, or a- 


gainſt the Conſtitution and Eſtabliſhment of our 
own excellent Church? Such ſorts of Salvo's muſt 


have found ſome place in this Sermon, if his L—p 
had the leaſt room left him to reflect a ſecond time 
upon it; unleſs it can be ſuppoſed that he had a 


mind to give Offence for Reaſons I ſhall not name, 


or that he is in earneſt againſt the whole of our E- 
ſtabliſhmenr, and would have all the Laws in Fa- 


vour of the Church repealed 3 which I ſhall never 


believe, till I ſee his L -— pquit either his Order, 
or the Honours and Advantages annexed to it. 
What the particular Inducement was, that made 
his L=—p turn his Thoughts from the Scaſon to 
on 5 the 


1 5 pleaſing ing any Man living; by which, if he means 
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the Subject of Church- Authority, I dare not- af- 
firm, his Ip having ſaid ſomewhere, that 
he writ it without the leaſt View of pleaſing or diſ- 


that he has not writ what he did not think, to 
make his Court to any one; I readily believe it: But 3 
would his p have choſen juſt at that time to give 

his Hearers his Thoughts upon that Subject, if he 
had not been determined to it by ſome Things that 
were then in Agitation? As his L——þ declares 
himſelf in his Sermon againſt negative Diſcourage- 
ments; ſol remember juſt at that time there was a- 
mong Tome People great Expectation of a Bill be- 
ing brought into Parliament to take them away. 
And if it will conſiſt with his I p's Declaration 
bol having no View, I ſhould ſtrongly believe, that 
was the true Inducement to his preaching this Ser- 

mon. But why his L- p did not think the Houſe 
of Lirds a properer Place to ſpeak his Thoughts on 
that Point, than S. James's Chappel, I can't imagine. 
Did he think a haſty Sermon would affect the Fate 
of ſuch a Bill, or could influence thoſe to be for it, 
who would otherwiſe be againſt it? Or that it was 
of Importance to the Cauſe, or of any Service to 
himſelf, to bear his Teſtimony ſo early, and ſo un- 
neceſſarily? Either of theſe are weak Suppoſitions, 

and the latter inconſiſtent with the Sincerity his 
 L——palways acts with. 3 
But whatever was his .— ps 1nducement to 
write, if it be plain he writ in haſte, and there be 
ſuch Marks of it throughout the Sermon as I have 
repreſented, his Lp has a Right, if he will inſiſt 
on it, to great Allowances to be made him for the 
Parts that have given ſo much Offence; and I can't 
but wonder no body in Convoc ation would argue this 
in his Behalf, which had it been well urged, muſt 
have had a very good Effect. But perhaps it mu 
| ; | : e 
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be faid, the Committee were not offended at his 


I. —-p's itt Execution of his Deſign, but at the 
"Deſign it ſelf, as tending to introduce a total Con- 


fuſion into the Church, and ſubverting Diſcipline 
and Government, and all uſe of the moſt reaſonable 
Authority ; and that it was thoſe evil Tendencies 
which gave ſo much Offence. I wiſh I could ſay in 
Anſwer, that his L- p's Sermon had noſuch Tenden- 
cies; but whatever his Deſign were, which I ſhall not 
preſume to enquire farther into, as the great In- 


accuracy that appears in the Execution of it, is, in 


my Opinion, the beſt Excuſe that can be made for 


it, ſo I have puſhed this Argument in its Defence, 


as far as I fairly could, and ſhewn that his L 


has only raiſed a thick Duſt, but proved nothing. 


Hale , Y Teva 79 undiv, : 


The whole Verſe runs thus: 


TI4y]a yiawsy Y r, b,, Y may] T3 widen. 


But I deſire it may be obſerved that I make no 
Application of the firſt Part of it. I might indeed 
have made his L—p's Sermon appear ſtill worſe 
than it is in itſelf, by an Epitome of it, after the 
Example which his L-—p in his great Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs has ſet in his laſt inimitable Perfor- 
mance : But I think there is no occaſion for it, nor 
can I yet perſuade myſelf upon a ſingle Authority 


to go into a Method fo perfectly new. If what 1 
have done will in any meaſure ſatisfy his L-— p's 


Enemies, I have my end. For to his Friends his 
Sermon wants no Apology ; they will be ready e- 


nough to ſay, —— Wor tali Avuxiiio, nec DereN- 
- $0R18Us iſtis NosrRR eget ;, its very Faults are Beau- 


ties in their Eyes, who admire and applaud the 
= whole 
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whole performance in ſuch a manner, that they ſeem 


to meaſure their eſteem of it by the diſ-eſteem tis in 
with others. Witneſs the Encomiums beſtowed 
on his Ip by the pious and learned Nax arenus; 


witneſs the Incenſe offered to him by the more pi- 


ous Independent Whig ;, who in his bitter Zeal a- 
gainſt the Clergy, raiſes a Monument of Praiſe to 
his L--—p, upon the Ruins of the Reputation of 
the whole Order; and profeſſes himſelf ſo great an 

Admirer of his eminent Abilities and other diſtin- 
guiſhing Qualities, that he is impatient to ſee him 


preferred ſuitably to his great Merit; and is ſo ſure 


the Intereſts of Truth and Liberty are nearly concerned 
in it, that he would have both Houſes of Parliament 


_ adareſs his Majeſty to give his J. p the beſt Biſhop- 


rick in England; for which no doubt he thinks 


his L—p extremely well qualified, from the Care 
he has hitherto taken of a little one; having the 

Honour to be the firſt; at leaſt ſince the Revolu- 
tion, who has made a Biſhoprick a ſme Care, 


If fo great Authorities can have any weight, I 


hope it will give no Offence, that I intreat for Fa- 


vour and better Quarter for a Perſon ſo deſerving; 
One, whom even his Enemies muſt allow to be a 
charitable, meek, diſpaſſionate, diſintereſted, pious, 


learned, judicious Man; learned and judiciow, for 
he has read * Chillingworth and Hales; piows, for he 


has made ſome Prayers; diſintereſted, for he every 
where declares againſt the Rewards of this World, 
tho” he ſo well deſerve them; diſpaſſionate, for he is 


calm and undiſturbed under the greateſt Provocations z 


very meet, for he ſhews no Reſentments but of Pity 
towards thoſe unhappy Men that have writ againſt 


him; and extremely charitable, tor he is perpetual- 
ly complaining of the want of it in others: Whereas 
_ 2tis eaſy to ſhew from almoſt every one of his L—p's 


Books, that his Adverſaries are ſtrange Creatures, 


[5] 1 
Men of Avarice and Ambition, governed by In- 
tereſt and Paſſion, without Charity, Learning or 
Judgment; which laſt Characters need no other 
Proof, than that they dare to differ from him, which 
they never do, but at the ſame time they differ from 
themſelves, and run into perpetual Contradictions. 


— — 


IT 


e I doubt I have ſaid too much in ſuppoſing his 
L——Þ to be ſo well read in Mr. Chillingworth; 
for upon looking into his Works for the Paſſages 
quoted out of him in p. 238, 239, 240. of his 
laſt Book, and finding ſome very material Omiſ- 
ſions, I have diſcovered that his . p did not 
take them from the Author himſelf, but at ſecond- 
hand from Dr. Clark's Preface to his Scripture Do- 
ctrine, p. 13, 14+ where are all the ſame Paſſages, 
which his L ——=p has tranſcribed, with all the 
ſame Omiſſions, with this difference, that the 
good Biſhop has given us the Words of Dr. Clark, 
which contain the Senſe of a Latin Quotation 
not Evgliſhed by Mr. Chillingworth, as if they 
had been his. Which ſhews his L——pÞ in this 
laſt Performance to be the ſame haſty Writer I have 
 Jſhewn him to be in his Sermon; of which there 
are indeed numberleſs other Proofs, eſpecially in 
his Explications of Scripture, where tis his L—p's 
Misfortune to be moſt miſtaken in thoſe Pla- 
ces, In which it was his Concera moſt not to be 
| miſtaken; of which, asking the Biſhop of Ox- 
 ford's Pardon, I will give the Reader one In- 
ſtance, and then take leave of him. His L — p 
in p. 136. proves there can be no right in fallible Men 
to ſuch an Authority, as he is there oppoſing. —— 


becauſe Chriſt is ſaid, Heb. xii. 2. to be the Auhon p 


and Finiſher of our Faith, (that is, ſays the Biſhop, 
rs Perfetter) of that Faith which was En 
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Senſe of which is plainly. this, and nothing elſe, 
that we ſhould run with Patience the Race FR BAT 
© ſer before us, being not only encouraged y 
the heroick Examples recorded inthe. pricetich. 
Chapter, but having Jeſusm alſo for our Pattern, 
who has himſelf led the glorious Way, is che 
nde Author, and will be our Rewarder- Text, 
- will crown eur Sufferings at the laſt Day wittt a 
" happy Immortality, [See Heb, il. 10. 2 Tim. iv. 
7, 8.] What now is this to the Chorch's having 
; 12 not having Authority i in Articles of Faith? Sure 
* his L—— p will in time he cured of this ange 
Inaccuracy, ahd will, before he writes again, be 
per fuaded ſeriouſly: to read over the New Teſta- 
ment, or not meddle in Controverſies, where there 
is no taking one Sep riglit, Without a good Rau- 
leg e of it. E i 
may perhaps in a Uchte have i occa ion ta 
bonſider his L p's Sermon in another View, aud 
make ſome Remarks, upon it, as it is che Porform- 5 
- ance of a Biſhop of the Church ef og rs : and 3. 
v * riend to rhe N eee N 


